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Ossie Clarke Jamaica : : Venol John Jamaica
(all-rounder) ’ < (all-rounder) I
Noel Abbey St.Vincent I Cleo Burrows Barbados I\VI
(batsman) (batsman)
Andrew Antrobus St.Vincent I Evans Clarke Jamaica ’ ‘
(batsman) (batsman) _
Gerald Michael Dominica % Alford Jackson St.Vincent I
(all-rounder) (all-rounder)
Terry Gooding St.Vincent I Harry Lloyd Jamaica ’ 4
(all-rounder) :
Utel Burgess Jamaica _ _ Dipak Parsooth India @
(all-rounder) ’ < (all-rounder) .
Linden Brown Barbados > <
Elliston Abraham St.Vincent I (bowler med) :
(bowler fasy Eric (bushy) Jamaica =
Trevor Prescott Barbados le (batsman) .
(all-rounder) Ian Burke P I
George Hunter Jamaica ' . (batsman)
(spinner o/b) > <
Reg Patel '
Silburp Stevenson Jamaica ’ ‘ (batsman) India —
(spinner l/b)
- _ _ Charles Paris
Ramond Larmond Jamaica ) .
(all-rounder) . < (bowler I/b) ndia | ey
Michael P Barbad Van Clarke ' - :
lc(bo?fler IZSZ)CO“ R I\VI (batsman) Jamaica ’ ‘
David Borris Trinidad Lesroy Davis St.Vincent I
(Trini) (wkt) k\' (all-rounder)
i i : : B Brooks - :
Norman Robinson Jamaica ,
(fast bowler) > ‘ (bowler) Jamaica » <
Jerry Williams Jamaica : ' Horace Manning Jamaica ~
(all rounder) > ‘ (all-rounder) » <
Ossie Jackson SV I Steve Clouden St.Vincent
(batsman) t.Vincent (batsman) I
Albert Hunter y ' Garnet Stevenson Jamaica : -
(batsman) Jamaica ’ ‘ (batsman) » 4
Cleo Burrows Barbados Clubert Hendrickson St.Kitts
(batsman) le (all-rounder) &l
Frank Mingo St.Vincent

(batsman)
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Early Luton United Team Photos

Back Row: Eric, Silburn Stevenson, Trevor Prescott, Utel Burgess, Harry Lloyd, Noel Abbey
Front Row: Eli Abraham, George Hunter, David Borris, Raymond Larmond, Terry Gooding

Back Row: Harry Lloyd, Trevor Prescott, Raymond Larmond, Dipak Parsooth, Utel Burgess, Garnet Stevenson,
Front Row: Noel Abbey, Terry Gooding, Eli Abraham, George Hunter, Ustosh Fahye
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Clarke Ends Park’s Oliver Shield Hopes

Former Luton Town cricketer Ossie
Clarke last night ended Stockwood
Park’s hopes of retaining the Ralph
Oliver Shield for the second succes-
sive year.

Bowler Clarke now skipper of Luton
United caused havoc among the Park
batsmen to earn his side a place in the
final.

His final figures of 5-8 in seven overs
were largely responsible for confining
Park to a meagre 43-8.

With Antrobus 16 and Prescott 16
not out, Luton United won with ease
reaching 47-3 in 12 overs.

It was soon obvious it wasn't going
to be Park’s day. Opening batsman
Mike Morgan, the man the rugby
club usually look to for big scores,
was out in the second over for only
two. In fact, number three batsman
John Howells was the only one to
show any resistance. ~He was the

only Park player to reach double fig-
ures with 21 not out.

Luton United now meet Luton Town
“A” in the final at Wardown Park on
Wednesday. They have already dis-
posed of Luton B and the final looks
certain to be a very close affair. Luton
A defeated Redbourn in their semi-
final last week.

CUP ACTION

Stock wood Park Malcolm Hudson is bowled by Luotn United’s man of the match Ossie Clarke

HAT-TRICK OF SUCCESSES BY LUTON UNITED

After defeating Stockwood Park in 11
overs to reach the final of the Ralph
Oliver Shield. Luton United had a
successful weekend of victories over
Luton International and Laporte.

There were good all-round perform-
ance from  their batting line-up
against International as scored 192
with Prescott the top scorer with 43
and Gooding contributing a useful 31.

International went for the runs to
make it an entertaining and competi-
tive game, but failed by 34 runs in
their attempt to put one over on
United. Top scorer of the match was
DaSilva with 45 for International.
Abraham 4-35 and T.Prescott 4-38
did most of the damage.

At Skimpot on Sunday, United
scored a convincing four wicket vic-

tory with Burgess top scoring with an
unbeaten 57 and Prescott 36 in their
125 run target chase.

United won by four wickets.
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Century For Gooding

A fine century by Terry Gooding, and 53 by Ossie Clarke set
up Luton United for a comfortable win over Aylesbury West
Indians on Saturday Luton United were able to declare at 216-
8, and Gooding batted through the innings for his 124.

With Ossie Clarke completing a fine all-round performance by
taking 3-51,aided by Prescott 2-15 and Burgess 2-22, United
then bowled out the visitors for 130.

Trade mark. Gooding sweep for another six

Luton United were involved in an exciting finish when
they visited Vauxhall SPC on Sunday and were beaten
by one run.

Burgess and Prescott each took 3-9 as Vauxhall were
dismissed for a modest 59.

But with Tompkins, who was Vauxhall’s top scorer
with 24, taking 6-22, United struggled for runs, and
although their number 12, Abraham was the only bats-
man to get into double figures with 28, they were all
out for 58.

RUNS FLOWED FOR UNITED

A ton by Gooding who hit 15 fours and three sixes in
his 116 not out, helped Luton United to their highest
score of the season when they declared against Hitchin
West Indians with 250-6 in only 35 overs.

Then some tight bowling ensured them of victory as
they dismissed Hitchin for 134. M. Prescott 3-10, O.
Clarke 4-60.

EASY FOR UNITED

Luton United were given a good breakthrough with 5-
12 by Gary Burgess and never looked back in their
match with Stevenage Post Office.

They dismissed Stevenage for 85 and went on to win
by eight wickets.

Their top scorer were Andrew Antrobus with an un-
beaten 36 and Terry Gooding with 33.

Details

Stevenage Post Office:85 (Burgess 5-12); Luton United: 87-
2 (Gooding 33, Antrobus 36, Gerald 15) United won by 8
wkts.
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IT°S ATIE AND A SHOCK
FOR TOWN

A change in one of the Ralph
Oliver Trophy rules took Luton
Town A by surprise at Wardown
Park last night and cost them vic-
tory in the final against local rivals
Luton United.

The outcome hung in the balance
right up to the last ball of the final
over, and Luton Town came off the
field thinking that although the
scores were level the trophy was
theirs because they lost fewer wick-
ets.

But that only applies to the quarter
final. In the semi-final and final the
rules state that if the scores are
level after the stipulated 20 overs
then the game is a tie-irrespective
of which team lost the fewer wick-
ets.

The Luton Town side were un-
aware of the rules. From the last
ball they cold probably have saved
the single which gave United a tie.
But rather than risk an overthrow
wicket keeper lan Hemley removed
the bails only after the first run.
Both sides face the option of hold-
ing the trophy for six months each
or meeting again.

John Quinn is run out by Ossie Clarke

.and so there is to be an action replay next Monday at Wardown Park
(6.30pm) to settle the score.

The Town side batted first and made 100 for 6 off their 20 overs. County
player Paul Harris was top scorer with 26 and extras contributed a generous
15 to the total.

United’s opening partnership was worth 59 and they looked well set for vic-
tory. But United skipper and top scorer Ossie Clarke was first out for 42 and
after that runs was hard to come by.

With one ball left United were 99 for 7 and the situation was tense
enough ,without the shock that was in store for the players when they came
off the field.

Town’s best bowling performances came from Talban's footballer Keith King
with 2-29 and Roger Adams, 4-30

 Ossie’s msplmtmn isa

well, but after bowlmg two

SOME mspn-ed bowhng by
‘Ossie Clarke and Pat Carri-
gan kept batsmen of both
sides at full stretch when
Luton United met Luton
Saracens. United produced
a stand of 30 for their
second wicket, from George
Michael and Terry Gooding,
ad this proved to be the
gﬁhp;’t partnership of the

wmner

Carrigan finished with
seven wickets, aided by
some smart slip catching by
Brian Ward as Umted made
12

Saracens hegan* fhmr renlv"-

~overs Clarke changed ends

and turned the game round.
‘Wickets fell regularly, with
Clarke taking six and Horace
Manning four as Saracens
were bowled out 27 runs
short of the target.
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Smash - Hit United Take Oliver Shield

After being held to a tie in the Ralph
Oliver Shield final last week, boister-
ous Luton United made no mistakes
in the replay on Monday when they
beat Luton A with something to
spare.

But at a cost to club secretary George
Hunter. His skipper Ossie Clarke
clouted a six straight back over the
bowler’s head, over the sight screen,
and drilled a hole through the rear
window of George’s parked car.
United won because they were better
on the night in all aspects of their
game. Their fielding was sharp, and
the bowling played to the field set-
tings perfectly and some of the Luton
Town’s batsmen chucked away their
wickets.

After ten overs the game was evenly
balanced with United stuttering on 40
for. 3 But Clarke so often the hero of
United, stepped in with a tremendous
knock

He and Elliston Abraham were the
executioners, accelerating the run rate
with some big hitting and seeing off
Roger Adams, the Town most suc-
cessful bowler.

Abraham followed Clarke’s example
by smashing Adams for a six to mid-
wicket and the pair put on 57 in quick
time for the fourth wicket.

United lost their way slightly in the
last three overs when Adams had re-
venge to finish with figures of 4 for
35 in six overs. Keith King had
bowled with very little luck, includ-
ing the only maiden of the evening, to
return 1 for 29 in seven overs.

Luton opening pair raised some eye-
brows. Skipper Barry Robinson went
out with veteran Vic Galier.
Abraham’s first ball was a bouncer to
Galier. The second bowled him. Rob-
inson went for 2 an over later, leaving
Luton’s hopes resting on Paul Harris
and Keith King.

Abraham, fiery and difficult to face in
fading light, bowled King, to leave
Luton in deep trouble at 13 for 3.

Clarke hammers Roger Adams for a straight six

Harris was lucky when he edged
Burgess just wide of the wicket
keeper to record Luton’s first
boundary, but the next ball also
found the edge and this time
Terry Gooding snapped up the
catch.

Luton were 26 for 5 with half
their overs gone. Roger Adams
had given his wicket away, run -
out by the wicket keeper.
Gooding was standing well back
to Burgess and threw the wicket
down from eight yards after Ad-
ams played at the ball, missed
and wandered casually back to
his crease.

United’s field placing and agility
was beautiful to watch and so was
their accurate throwing from all
distances.

John Quinn offered some resistance
to the United power but the game
was over as Luton slumped to 42
for 9 with just three overs left.

Ian Hemley and Joe Malloy staved
off further disaster with the best
partnership of the innings, adding
29 without being parted.
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RALPH OLIVER SHIELD WINNING TEAM 1976

Back Row: F Hunter, A Antrobus, T Prescott, U Burgess, N Abbey, G Hunter, L Terilong
Front Row: B Brooks, S Stevenson, G Michael, T Gooding, E Abraham, G Paris
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LEADERS FALTER AND STILL DEADLOCK

SHOCK DEFEATS this week for lead-
ing contenders Luton United and War
down wanderers have ensured that the
Luton Midweek league’s major trophy,
the Luton News Cup, stays up for grabs
right through to the last match of the
season.

The two giants, locked on top of the
Premier Division, were stunned by fight-
ing displays from Sixth Form College,
who crushed United and lowly Elec-
trolux.

Lux’s win over Wanderers was only
their third victory in eight matches.
Luton United’s downfall against Sixth
Form College brought sweet revenge for
Keith King and Paul Harris.

On Monday they had been in the Luton
Town team which was beaten by United
in the Ralph Oliver Shield final.

On Tuesday they blasted United bowlers
to take the College to victory with nine
wickets in hand.

The College contained United to 77-9.
Terry Gooding, with 22 and Abbey 18,
were the only batsmen to look happy.
Ossie Clarke's dismissal caught by Har-
ris off Satish Patel , started a rot which
gathered pace once Abbey was out to
leave United on 49-3. Gooding went two
runs later, and six more wickets fell for
the addition of 26 runs.

\l

&\C“ ,‘r

P

King and Harris put on 47 for the
College’s opening partnership
before King was bowled by
Clarke for 31, and Harris, and
Bowerman stayed together to win
the game with two overs to spare.
The defeat could have been more
disastrous but for the Wanderers
unexpected slip-up at Electrolux,
The Lux bowlers held on grimly
to hold Wanderers to 83-8.

Peter Webley,Mike Morgan and
Terry Roe were mainly responsi-
ble for the runs, with Chris
Shields taking 3-12 in his five
overs.
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Hot-shots are too good

Luton United are finding no difficulty in scoring runs
this season. They notched up over 200 runs in both
weekend games against Finsbury and Shillington, but
failed to register a victory.

Their prolific batsmen run up a total that appears out
of reach of the opposition, who then made no attempt
to match it and settle for a draw.

Against Finsbury, the United batsmen went for their
shots and did not spare any of the bowlers. The innings
was assured by a first wicket stand of 80 between Ab-
bey and Clarke.

Although four wickets fell quickly with only five runs
added, Gooding 45, and Larmond, the top scorer with
56, boosted the middle order and United declared at
218 for 9.

Finsbury batted slowly and with eight wickets down
managed to draw.

It was a similar story on Sunday when an unbeaten
century by Michael boosted the target set for Shilling-
ton to 228, made for the lost of eight wickets.
Shillington had no heart for the chase and the United
bowlers lacked penetration to beat their play-safe ap-
proach, claiming only six victims as the game petered
out.

Details
United 218-9 dec (Larmond 56, Clarke 48, Gooding
45) Finsbury 113-8 (Prescott 3-18, Abrahams 3-35)
United 227-8 dec (Michael 103 n.o, Shillington 97-6,

. UNITED LOSE TO

Trevor Prescott

' CHEVETTE

Chevette scored two more victories, over Luton
United and Luton Stars over the weekend with
spin bowler Winston Service taking a hat-trick
against the Stars on his way to 5-30.

A splendid 68 by Errol Crawford boosted their
total to 116 against United, and although Good-
ing, had a good knock of 40 United were dis-
missed for 90.

Michael St Ville prove virtually unplayable in
his for overs, taking five United wickets for 11
runs.

Details

Chevette 116 (Crawford 68, Abraham 3-15, T
Prescott 3-29)

United 90 (Gooding 40, Clarke 20, St Ville 5-11)

Noel Abbey
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UNITED ARE
SHATTERED

For the second time this season the powerful
United had to give second best to Luton Indians.
All-rounder Dipak Parsooth ripped into the pride
of United’s batting his seven wickets sent United
tumbling to 53-run defeat.

Earlier Utel Burgess of United had looked like
being the man of the match because he took 6-49
in 14 overs.

But all the Indians early batsmen scored runs and
although United had them on 96-6 at one time,
number eight batsman Keval Gill rattled up a
quick 38 and the Indians made 143.

United never recovered after Suresh sent back
both openers with only 18 on the board, and Par-
sooth finished them off.

His victims included United’s skipper Ossie
Clarke.

Abbey , with 20 and last man Abraham, 21 not
out, were the only resistance.

Leg-side bowling let off lightly

With too many batsmen playing and missing outside the leg
stump Luton United felt disappointed with their total of 183
against Luton International. Gooding led the way with 45,and
there were good knocks from Prescott and Ossie Clarke.

When International replied Holder’s 39 put the backbone into
their innings. Clarke claimed five wickets, but some of the
United’s bowling was well off target and in the end International
held out for a draw with their last pair at the crease.

United 183 (Gooding 45, Prescott 29, Clarke 27, Locker 3-13,
Arthur 3-23; International 108-9 (Holder 39, Belone 20, Clarke
5-31, Abraham 2-35.

Ossie Clarke

UNITED ARE A FORCE

Luton United served notice that they are a forced to
be feared. They clouted 100-6 off the bowling of
Saracens, with Manning hitting 42, then sent the pride
of Saracens batting tumbling to 35 all out. Abraham
did most damage with four wickets for three runs after
Clarke made the first breakthrough.
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COLLEGE WIN THE BATTLE
ottt OB THE GIANTS

dered their way to joint top of the league by dish-

ing out Luton United’s first defeat of the season.

In the match that had everything from flowing Paul Harris grabbed the batting honours in the battle for Premier
batting strokes to a hat-trick for Keith King, Division supremacy. Fresh from his century for Bedfordshire at
United batted to the last ball before going down by the week-end, he lashed the Luton United bowlers for 69. He
nine runs. and King put on 73 for the first wicket, and when King went
The result could be crucial to both sides, it leaves Goodwin kept up the good work as the College made 119-3 in
them locked together at the top[, but the College their 20 overs.

have a game in hand. And the fight for the League United’s attempt to go for the runs took an early knock when

Championship and the Luton News Cup is already Harris and ward struck in quick succession to reduce United to
looking like a two horse race, with reigning cham- 14-3. But Terry Gooding began to pull things round and hit a
pions War down Wanderers among the also rans. brilliant 60. He an Horace Manning got the run rate on target
Sundown Park and Luton Indians are doing the again, only for King to strike with a devastating piece of pace
same in Division One, while Vauxhall and Luton bowling. He took five wickets including a hat-trick, and Good-
Tech College are setting the pace in division Two. ing’s superb knock was not quite good enough to save his side
Luton Old Boys seems to be running away with as the last wicket fell in the last over.

the Division Three honours.

LUTON MIDWEEK LEAGUE

VIth Form College ‘zand
Luton United are still
going strongly at the top .

of the table. United kept sz i
level on points with tihe | , BATTING

2P o2 4 s -~ ' Paul Harris, Bedfordshire, against Bedford ...............
COIILD” W hen thelr 1?,-..tS | Colin Montague, Electrolux, against Hampstead Postels 95
men tore the EleCtI’IClty 1 Subhash, Luton Indians, League, against Sagacens B :gi

5 G @ : - > : Chris Wright, Coilege, League, against Pre-Star .........
dttde to pilieces 1m - an Paul Harris, VI Fowi Coll,8 Léag:e, against United ...... 69
. + ~ Chris Shields, Electrolux, against Nomads ............... el
effOI't tO Cornplet.é Lhelr Dave Barnar(’i, Nomads, against Electrolux ..........,.... *61
same before the rain came Terry Gooding, United, League, against VI Form Coll ... 60
= < . ; L Best, Vaux Specs, League, against Index ............... *58
on Tuesdav nlght. Arun Patel, Indians, League, against Saracens B ......... 58
L 5 d_ g h _\ ; ] ! John Howells, Luton Tn 1I, against Leighton Buzzard 11 57
Leadin theilr y | Roger Adams, Luton Town, against Leighton Buzzard 53
- & i g ~ g i John Mills, Vauxhall, against Oxford XU kuboa oo 51
INnings was Ossie Clarke D Forder, Index, League, against Vaux Specs ............. Vs ol

* Denotes not out

with 37 -and they went on o
to 146 in 20 overs with " BOWLING

Gerard Michad not out Bill Large, Luton Nalgo, against Odhams ......cc.civinens 8—%3
i ir X

fohn Hill, Kent’s, against Chevette m:iisbiin.giahin

71 and TCI‘I}' GOddan 1‘1 ot Joe Maloy, Luton Town, against Hertford ....cc....... 7-37
t 34 Graham West, Vauxhall, against Birmingham Municipal 7-40
ou Ron Glencross, Sara(i?ns against Hevonsw((:)od ......... Z-:g
: A Harshad, ngswav eaguc, against Utd Counties ... e

U When Eiectrlcs ba tted, Sabhir, Iuton Overseas, sa"amst Moorlands .....i.oieeenns 6-9
nited used 1X A7 ~< 3 Barry Milner, Strollers, against Flitwick I ............. .. 6-20
t : g . .bo‘ ]Ael oo AR Jack Aymes,’Electrolux, against Hampstead Postals ... 6-32
an ‘a t_emPt to finish the ga ‘:ne John ¥Young, Electrolux, against Nomads .........cceeeeni 6-38
qu‘lel_V, but the_\; met with Ian (}owley, Sun'don 'Park, against Moprlands ............ 6-45
some  resistance from Sea- i ol gy i e B
r)nark who was not out with Keith King,, League, VI Form Coll against United ...... *5.25
27 as Electrics finishe i John Hill, Luton II, against Leighton Buzzard II ...... 5-29
68-7 in eplyv fi d with Brian Gobby, Har]il;gt;n, againsf Stevenage WI ......... 5-31
£ repily. Ossie Clarke, Luton United, against International ...... 5-31

T. Prescott, Chevette, against Five Star ..............c... 5-32
- v 1 o LA 1 didare Sl
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FEAT IS AVENGED

Luton United completed the dou-
ble over Luton Indians, and also
avenged their Oliver Shield defeat.

The Indians batsmen were unable
to get on top of United’s bowling,
except for Nanu Patel and Keval
Gill, and they were all out for 104.

The Indians struck back by run-
ning out Trevor Prescott with only
four runs on the board, but Utel
Burgess and Gerald Michael put
on 65 for the second wicket before
Burgess was caught behind.

Michael went on to make a spar-
kling 54 including nine fours, and
although Nanu removed three
more batsmen it was too late to
prevent United winning.

In their game at the week-end,
United were frustrated for the sec-
ond time this season by the timed
tactics of Kent Army Barracks.

The soldiers were ultra defensive,
crawling to 174-8 declared in three
hours. United had agreed to start
the match early so that a result
might be possible, but the Barracks
side might just as well dug slit
trenches when they took guard.

Their declaration asked United to
chase 175 runs in 105 minutes.
The Luton side had a go and after
losing three quick wickets, Mi-
chael and Ossie Clarke started to
take the bowling apart.

Clarke cracked 5 and Michael 37
and United believe they would
have won easily if they had been
given more time.

Details

Luton Indians 104 (Keval 29, Clarke 2-
12, Manning 2-19, Burgess 2-20, Michael 2
-43) United 105-5 (Michael 54)

Kent Army Barracks 174-8, (Clarke 3-63,
Burgess 2-34) United 130-6 (Clarke 56 not
out Michael 37)

VILL 'cERs
SKITTLED

FINE BOWLING by Eddie Abrahams and Ossie Clarke
carried Luton United te victory between the Saturday

showers at Shillington.

Herace Manning kept their batting

hopes going after Shillington had threatened to dismiss

United for a low score.

He made 34 as United achieved a respectable 102 on a

Silburn Stevenson

very wet pitch.

The target was soon well’
out of Shnllmgtons reach as
Abrabam and Clarke cut
through the batting. ;

Even when they were
spared the torment of"

"~ Abraham’s skills, Utel Bur=

gess stepped in to continue
the massacre and the

villagers were dismissed for

Details

~ Luton  United 102 (Manning 38,
Geoding 21); Shillington 36 (Clarke
511, Abraham 36, Burgess 2-6).
United wen by 66 runs.

POWER IN DEPTH

' BOWLING strength in depth

carried Luton United to vic-
tory over Luton Indians on
Saturday, and on Sunday the
batting proved too strong
for Stevenage Post Office.
Victory over the Indians

 was revenge for United, who

had lost twice to the same
opposition last season. The

' Indian batting was never

able to cope with the bowl-
ing of Prescott, Ossie Clarke
and Utel Burgess. .

Keval Gill led a late
recovery with 20 after earlier

batsmen had failed and the
score was on 44-7. Dipak
Parsooth and Lalit Patel

were the only ether batsmen
to make any impression as

‘the Indians stumbled to 78

all out.

Parsooth and Arun Patel
gave United’s batting prob-
lems in the reply and re-

N\\{

TWO

duced United to 30-4 at one
stage, but Horace Manning
and Clarke combined to pull
the innings round, and
United got home by four
wickets.

Clarke was in sparkling
form against Stevenage PO,
clouting an undefeated 57
and joining Burgess in a
sixth-wicket stand worth 52.

Stevenage were set a tar-
get of 154 but presented no
problems for United’s
bowlers, and only one man
scraped into double figures.

DETAILS

Luton Indians 78 (Keval 20, Par-
seoth 19, Clarke 3-28, Prescott 2-9,
Burgess 2-22); Luton United 79-6
(Manning 21 not, Clarke 21 not, Arun
Patel 3-39, Parsooth 2-23). United
won by 4 wickets.

Luton United 153-6 dec (Clarke 57
not, Burgess 27); Stevenage Post
Office 40 (Abrahams 3-7, Prescott
3-19, Stephenson 2-4). Uniied won by
113 runs,
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WITH THE SEASON nearly half completed; Lutod UTD AND

~LInited and the Sixth Form College are locked together

h f th
aIl,te ;gietop of the Luton and District Midweek Cricket COLLE GE

United kept up the

Tuesd h
when a hat-trick by Noelpfliil:; a(r)lrcli ar?elsmac‘l}éf:a:%ecf STIL DE AD

50 by Terry Gooding helped to dispose of bottom

club Kent’s.

But the College kept'
pace with a cracking per-

formance which ended
any lingering hopes Sara-
cens might have had of
regaining the champion-
ship and the Luton News
Cup.

The scene is set for the

crunch in a fortnight’s time,
when United and Sixth Form

KED
LUTON LOC

CRICKET

meet in what could be the

championship decider.

They have turned the
Premier’ Division into a two-

horse race, and both sides
produced thoroughbred per-

formances this week,

But lowly Kents gave
United a shock or two before
caving in, They batted first
and openers John Hill and
Brian Punter put on 48 be-
fore Hill was bowled by Utel
Burgess.

Then came a collapse a5
Burgess and Abbey .
cracking and in just over" s.lx

overs they rattled through .

the rest of the Kent bat-
ting. Hill’s 19 and Punter’s
defiant 41 were the only
double-figure totals,

Burgess finished with five
wickets and Abbey four, in-
cluding a hat-trick, in only
2.4 overs.

United lost opener Geérard
Michael without a run on
the board, and Ossie Clarke
went for 10 with the score
on 25, but Gooding ham-
mered the Kent bowling to
lead his side to victory in
14.3 overs.

Dramatic Recovery Noel Abbey

After getting a very good start from Gerard Michael, Luton united lot wickets
rapidly as they tumbled to Laporte in 90 minutes, but in a remarkable game
they recovered to win by five runs.

Michael’s 22 was only matched by a fine 22 by Ossie Clarke low down the
order, and it looked grim for United as Laporte was only set to score 109 for
victory.

But some fine attacking bowling from United thwarted them.
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BOWLERS
WIN IT

Luton united struggled hard for
runs against Hitchin West Indians
with only two of their batsmen,
George Hunter with 25 and Terry
Gooding with 22, getting into dou-
ble figures as they were dismissed
for 114.

With such a small total it was left
to the United bowlers to save the
day, and they tackled their job with
a relish with Utel Burgess taking 5
-19 and Ossie Clarke 4-18 to dis-
miss the visitors for a meagre 94

oe Maloy, Luton Town against Coventry and

Martin Ward, Luton Town against Wemrzley NW
John Hl_ll, Luton Town II against Wembley II
lo_hn Hill, Luton Strollers against lerlihainsted
Dipak Parsooth, Luton College OSA against Bharat

E;. Suresh, Luton Indians against Pulloxhill ............ g:gg
Steve Everett, Luton Saracens against Vauxhall I 7-24|
E:f!lgul;gefs, I;tnon United. against l-!itchin Wig.aiia 5-19|

UNITED
HELD
TWICE

A DAZZIING 71 by Terry
Gooding was the highlight
of Luton United’s weekend.
But both their fixtures
fizzled out when the opposi-
tion refused to go for the
runs to try to get results.

Aylesbury West Indians
were in a good position when
they held United to 121-6
declared on a bumpy pitch.:
United feared the worst, but
thhe home side chose to play
out time for the draw.

Gooding’s big innings was
against Hitchin West
Indians. But Gerald Michael
was the only batsman to give
himm much support, although
his = 38 compensated for
failures elsewhere dowmn the
batting list.

Only omne of the home
side’s batsmen showed any
willingness to play shots,

and with the rest prodding
carefully the same died
peacefully.

DETAILS

Luton United 121-6 dec (John 31,
Clouden 22 not): Ayviesbury Wi
70-7 (G Michael 3-6, Prescott 2-19).
Match drawmn. .

fLuton United 163 (Gooding .71,

HitEhin Al 110-5

Michael 38):
3-28. Clarke 2-18). M™Match

All-rounder sparkles
as United romp home

ing was taken apart by Three W, of
High Wycombe. o

The demolition of Greenleys started
when Prescott and George Hunter came
together. Ossie Clarke had hit 37 to put
United in a strong position at 94-4 when
he was out. Hunter and Prescott put on 64
for the fifth wicket, with Prescott the
dominant force. , :

He carried his bat for 53 as United

\ BRILLIANT all-round performance
y Trevor Prescott enabled Luton
Jnited to thrash Greenleys by 153
uns. He rattled up a rapid half-century
s a batsman, then ripped the heart out
f Greenleys’ early batting with five
rickets.

But United caught a cold in their
ther weekend game when their bowl-

Q
o
=
aQ
o
=
=
=
3

declared at 187-6,

then led the United

bowlers’ assault on Greenleys.

He  prise out  both
openers i.ad Creenleys had
no idea of how to combat
his skills. T#eir first five
men fell to Prescott in an
amazing six-over spell in
which he bowled three
maidens and conceded only
four runs.

Horace Manning and-
Stephenson. followed up well,
and Greenleys were sent
packing, all out £ r 34 in 16
overs, P
It was a different story
against Three W. George
Michael made 37 and Pres-
cott 23, but the rest of
United’s batting failed to
reach its potential and they
were restricted to 128-8
declared. It would have been
a lot worse but for a
seventh-wicket stand of 41
by Michael' and Prescott
%teg United had struggled to
. Then the bowlers were
made to struggle as the High
Wycombe side cruised to
victory with five wickets in
hand. :

DETAILS

- Luton’ United 187-6 dec (Prescott
53 nof, Clarke 37, Hunter 21);
Greenieys 34 (Prescoit 5-4, Manning
3-4, Stephenson 2-3), United weon
by 153 runs.

Luton United 128-8 dec ' (Michael
37, Prescott 23); Three W, High

| Wycombe 129-5 (Prescott 2-28, Abra-

hams 2-46). United lost by 5 wickets,

WEEK END FRIENDLIES

BIG GUNS UNLOADED

The big guns of mighty Luton United’s batting were unloaded by some
great bowling by Chevette’s Steve Harewood and Mick Prescott as United

struggled at 61-6.

But Chevette could not make the final breakthrough and Elliston Abraham
and Utel Burgess pulled their side round with a stand of 47.
Abraham completed the recovery with a bowling spell that left Chevette

Shell-shocked.

He blasted out six men in nine overs, and with Ossie Clarke accounting for
three from the other end the Chevette innings disintegrated. Seven men
collected ducks as Chevette were crushed, 34 all out.
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[THE CAVALIER cricket of Luton United this week
kent them roaring back into contention for the Luton 2
idweek League championship with a storming '
Filctory over a strong Wardown Wanderers side.
United’s bowlers took a pasting as Mike Morgan, fresh
from his success for Bedfordshire in the Minor Counties,

thrashed 57 and put on 69 for the first wicket, with Mark
[Horsler contributing 14,

Peter Taylor kept the run-rate flowing and United were ik E LPis FAe I\:o' T
29 - 1

Rl LUTON MIDWEEK iiiig i

5 avere: et HH

They did it with five overs C G a90a0 $20

and six wickets to spare, CRI KET LEA U E 8. 159, S

with Ossie Clarke and
Gerald Michael hammering
55 in the first 11 overs for
the opening stand.

Even Trevor Stiff, one of
the best bowlers in local
club cricket, was carted un-
mercifully—his one wicket
cost him 41 runs in four
overs.

United’s win leaves them
in with a chance of grabbing
the title if the Sixth Form
College slip up on the home
straight.

STAR PERFORMANCE OF THE WEEK

David Cole, Luton Town Strollers, scored 106 out
of a total of 231 for three declared in a friendly
against Dunstable’s third string. -

BATTING

; 5 : David Cole, Town Strollers against Dunstable III ...... 106

Ossie Clarke, Luton United against Three W’s ... . 80

: ¢ John Bowerman, Town II against Dunstable II 69

Ken Bernthal, Vauxhall against Stort ... ... s 61

Jan Th W i inst 3M Sports ............ 55

avid Cole, Sixth Form Col. against Wardown (league) 54*

: : Roger Adams, Luton Town against Dunstable ......... =50*
Alan Clarke, Westoning against 3M Sports ......... s 50 |

THE BIG top of the table clash in the Premier Divi- R R

sion of the Luton and District Midweek Cricket

League saw Sixth Form College extend their command o
at the top of the table to six points with a victory
over their main rivals Luton United.

The win left College with their 100 per cent . ;

record still intact after six matches, and with Keith -
King hitting an unbeaten
35 to match Trevor God-
| ding's performance for
United they secured vic-
tory with overs to spare.
. Luton United scored 88
| with Gooding their top
scorer with 35 and Man-
| ning hitting 17. When
‘ College  replied Keith !
| King found good support
| forthcoming from opener
‘ Paul Harris with 15, John
Howells with 14 and John
| Bowerman who was un-
| defeated with 10.

LUTON MIDWEEK
CRICKET LEAGUE
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SOLDIERS DIG
IN AND DRAW

Solders from Kent’s
Army Barracks knew the
drill when they had the
first taste of the powers of
Luton United. Bats and
pads snapped to attention
as they held out for a
draw.

United had Ossie Clarke
and Gerald Michael to
thank for the backbone of
their innings. Both hit
half centuries as United
recovered from 19-3 to
184-8 declared.

With Elliston Abraham,
Michael, Burgess and
Clarke taking wickets, the
Army side closed up the
game after losing half the
side for71 and did a slow
march to a draw.

—eepitionally well

UNITED
NOTCH
'DOUBLE

IT WAS a happy weekend
on tour for Luton United
whe scored victories away
to Leighton Foresters and
Coventry West Indians.

Against the Foresters Luton
United won_ by two wickets.
Features of the match were a
big stand in each innings be-
tween Leighton’s Evans and
Browne who put on 75 to-

“wards their total of 117 and

United’s Clarke and Stephen-
son who put on 168 with
€Clarke making 60.

Clarke also topped the
United bowling with 3-13
with Manning taking 2-13
and Stephenscn 2-20. With
his 60, Clarke powered
United towards victory which
was achieved with two
wickets to spare.

Apart from their opener,
Gerald Michael who hit 38,
and Trevor Gooding with a
useful 25, nobody in the
United batting order had
anuch answer to the bowling
of Spooner at Coventry. He
toek 7-58 as United mustered
a low total of 130.

In their turn, the United
bowlers also performed ex-
against a
very strong batting Iine-up
and dismissed the home side
for 89 runs with Prescott
taking 4-15 and Clarke 3-27.

Details:

Leighton Foresters 117
(Clarke 3-13), Iuton United
118-8 (C]arke 60). United
womn by two wickets.

‘Luton United 130 (Michael
38, Gooding 25, Stephenson

21 noft), Coventry West

Indians 89 (Prescott 4-15,
Clarke 3 27) Luton Unite-d
—as e — s o

i Geoﬁ Clayton, Flltwmk ll, agamst Hatfield Hyde n 52
Pi;
' Subhash Jani, Luton Indians, against S "

BATTING

Arun Patel, Luton Indlzns, against Wolverhampton
Indians

Afzal Parkar, Luton Kokni, against SKF 106
Graham Wynn, Flitwick, against Henlo 78

Roy Standring, Luton Nomadi, against West Green ... 73
Mick Mitchell, Vauxhall II, against W. Garden II ...... 72*
Bashir Dalvi, Luton Kokni, against SKF . e

Mal Reid, Saracens, against St Michaels . i B g 66
‘Mohammed Parker, Vauxhall SPC, against 66

Steve Turnbull, Flitwick II, against Hatfield Hyde Ilm 64

Roy Standrmg, Luton Nomads, against Silsoe ............ 55
Subhash Jani, Luton Ind Wolverh a
fhrt SRGR e BEG G R SRS

‘Trevor Prescott, Luton United, agninst Greenleys

Stort

| Indians
‘Graham West, V. all, agai 4
‘Terry Gooding, Luton Umled Lengue, against Kent’s  *50
Rob Everett, Saracens, agamst Tring 1T

i * Denotes not out ok

- BOWLING

Mick Light, Pre-Star, League, against Tech College ... 6-6
Samad Parkar, Luton Kokni, against SKF 6-

. Meherban, Luton Overseas, zgainst Luton Pakistanis ... 6-23
W

Nanu Patel, Luton Indians, agamst St Allr.m
Indians

Joe Maloy, Luton Town, against

Trevor Prescott, Luton United, against Greenleys

Utel Burgess, Luton United, League, against Kent’s: 5-9
Dipak Parsooth, Luton lndlans, League, against Lux . /5-12
Con Alder, Luton Nomads, against Silsoe ............... 5-24

Noel Abbey, Luton United, League, agzinst Kents .... *4-9
* Including hat-trick. .
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LAST BALL THRASH EARNS
CUP FINAL PLACE

‘WITH A DRAMATIC win or bust swing at the last
ball, Luton United earned themselves a place in the
Luton Midweek League's biggest game of the season
tonight—the final of the League’s Pre-Star Cup.

George Hunter's do-or-die thrash earned the
three runs United needed to end Luton Sixth Form |
College’s challenge in Tuesday’s semi-final.

On Luton Town's ground at Wardown tonight United,
one of the most powerlui teams in the Premier Division,
will “take. on Dmsxon One promotion contenders Sundon

Park,
e The game starts at 6.30,
admission is free, and as

with al] cricket cup finals a

“result is 99.9 per cent certain
unless the weather inter-
venes.

Tuesday’s sickening defeat
for the College ends their
dieam of the big league and
cup double,

| Paul Harris and Keith
| King gave them a good start
with 40 for the first wicket,
but then Gerald Michael
struck, He dismissed both
without addition, then col-
lected two more wickets.
e had to buy them and
‘ good knocks by John Bower-
man and John Howells gave
the Sixth Form 102-5 in
their 20 overs, 3

United replied with- a
quick  burst from Ossie
Clarke and Gerald Michael,
but when they were out the

, runrate faltered. Horace
Manning was the only other
man to get on top of the
bowling.

‘When Hunter faced the
last ball of the match the
result was anybody's guess.
One run or none would be
victory for the College, two
would make it a tie, and
three would give the win to
United,

And Hunter, one of the
nicest blokes in the local
game, survived all the ten-
sion and pressures to bring
off a famous victory.

CRICKET. HONOURS

BATTING

\Roy Fothergill, Naigo, against H. Hempstead I ... *112
Balbir Singh, Kingsway, League, against U, Counnes 83
Malcolm Drewitt, Luton Town, against Huntingdon *81
| Dave Barnard, Luton Nomads, against Colne Valley 78
| Colin Montague, Electrolux, against Essex Taverners 68
‘ Roy Fothergill;-Nalgo, against Wymondley ... 66
| Stuart Smith, Nalgo, against H. Hempstead III . *65
‘Terry Roe, Luton Town II, agalnst Huntingdon ll 65
| Ossie Clark, George II, against Kingsway Tavern .., *63
Brian Taylor, Luton Town 11, against St Albans II . 63
| Ninian LeBlanc, College OSA, against Berkhamsted Ill 59
| Ossie Clarke, United, against Kent Army Barracks ... 57
| Julian Jackson, Electrolux, League, against Saracens B *56
| Dave Moules, Flitwick, against Highwood W 56
Pat Burns, Wanderers, League, against Electrics . 52
| Nigel Washmgton, Flitwick, against Redbourn .. 52
‘ Stuart Farrar, Sundon Park, against Old Bletchley . 51
Gerald Michael, United, against Kent Army Barracks 51
| Brian Punter, Kents, League, against Saracens A ...... *38

*Denotes not out

- BOWLING §
Eliiston Abraham, Luton United, against Chevette
Don Mills, Lux, against Slony Stratford .
Rod Young, Flitwick, against Redbourn .
Samad Parkar, Luton Kokni, against Bedfo
John Bowerman, 6th Form Coll, League, against Unite:
John Butler, Flitwick II, against Reédbourn II .........
Phil Ainsworth, Pre-Star League, against Wimpey

Ron Glencross, Luton Saracens, against Wing
Alan Stacey, Luton II, against St Albans II
Fred Buss, Hnrlmgton, against Markyate ....
Bernie Cains, Luton Town, against Huntingdon ...

George Hunter

 Bowlers on

. ONE OF THE SHOCKS FOR UNITED: Cerald Muchnl Inool(s Sfuarl'
Farrar powerfully—but he holed out to deep square leg.

Cup.

of the season.

But they contributed
to their downfall in one
respect: they had to bat
second, and had bowled
‘their 20 overs so slowly
—it took them over 80
minutes—that the fag end
of their own innings had
to struggle in near dark-
ness.

But when they did get
cracking, Sundon Park’s
bowlers were marvellous,
with Tan Cowley and
Stuart Farrar both beat-
ing the bat regularly.

For or.z United’s batting
never. really on top of
the opposition. They were
ready to open up when the

Then Peter Winstanley was
brought into the attack, and
his first memorable over all
N but wrecked United. He
bowled three wides, saw one

score after ten overs was

r

fop in
cup f

NORMALLY feared for their awesome batting power in
limited-over cricket, Luton United had to be rescued by their
bowlers to win the Luton Midweek Cncket League s Pre-Star

‘Sundon Park, a division below them, dlshed out a string
of shocks, and in the end came close to producmg the upset

nal

They battled back to equality after being all but down and out for the
count, and although in the end they lost on points they were never again ia |
danger of being knocked out.

SUNDON PARK GIVE
- UNITED A FRIGHT

batsman step back into the
stumps as he clouted the
ball to the boundary, then
had another caught ‘off a
skier, and United were 56-5,

Winstanley went on to
take five wickets, to be a
contender for the maﬂ-of-
the-match prize, with United
batsthen helping hugely with
some atrocious strokes,

Chasing 93 to win, Sundon
Park were reeling after the
first over, with Farrar and
Doyle both out to the zippy
swing and pace of Elliston
Abraham,

By the half-way stage,
odds of 25-1 were being
offered on Sundon Park,
because they were becalmed
at 28-4, with all four victims
removed by Abraham.

But then John Woods and

Tom Simkins took a hand,|
They turned the game round
with' some big hitting and

od running, and put on 50
for the fifth w;cket before
Ossie Clarke bowled ‘Waods..
That left the Park 79-5,
needing 14 off the last two,
overs.

But Simkins was bowled
by, Burgess for 24, and in the|
fading light the rest of the
innings quietly subsided,
leaving United narrow win-
ners of a game they were
expected to win by a mile.

Abrahams won the man-|
of-the-match award for his
important 4-17, with Woods
runner-up for his fighting 36.

DETAILS |
Luton United 92 (Winstaney 5-10)2
Sundon Park 84-9 (Woods 36, Sime
King 24, Abraham 4-17, Clurke son
United ‘won by 8 r
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Luton United Batting Performances For 1977

Name Innings Runs Avg M/W  Innings Avg
O Clarke 15 451 30 223 9 28
G Michael 18 361 20 180 9 20
T Gooding 19 274 15 279 7 21
H Manning 17 212 13 137 7 14
G Hunter 12 170 13 12 1 12
T Prescott 14 169 12 24 6 9
A Antrobus 13 109 8 18 3 6
N Abbey 16 108 6 35 6 6
S Stevenson 5 88 17 8 2 4
J lynch 8 84 10 12 5 2
E Abraham 10 60 6 34 7 5

Luton United Bowling Performances For 1977

Name Overs Maidens Runs Wickets Bowled Caught LBW
O Clarke 236.5 56 563 71 46 13 12
E Abraham 173 39 432 42 39 16 4
T Prescott 130.3 27 399 37 17 16 3
U Burgess 104.2 18 330 36 19 5 11
H Manning 49 8 176 13 7 6 0
G Michael 49 8 184 19 3 15 1
J Lynch 41 10 119 7 2 4 1
S Stevenson 17.1 3 61 11 5 5 1
N Abbey 13 0 72 4 2 2 0
R Larmond 8 1 35 1 0 0 1
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THE RUNS
POUR OUT

Ossie Clarke crashed a thun-
derous 63 not out as George
11, a thinly disguised Luton
United team, trashed
Kingsway Tavern, known
elsewhere as Luton Indians,
in the Ross seven-a-side com-
petition for pub sides.

For Kingsway, openers Arun
and Nanu Patel put on 51 for
the first wicket, and their total
of 999-5 in 12 overs looked

B ot replied with a blis- NATIONAL PUB
7 A SIDE

tering knock as the George
raced to victory in 10.4 overs

A Luton United team, play-
ing under the name of the George l | NI I ED GO I O
11, is to take the field at Trent

Bridge, Nottingham, on Sunday

week in the quarter finals of the

s e o | | RIENT BRIDGE
tion.

But they cut it fine, before scrap-
ping through against the Tudor
Gate of Wellingborough. Free-
stone looked like being their -
match winner batting freely for last man
49,allegedly with a little help
from his side’s umpire.

The George only made 96, with
Ossie Clarke top scoring and Tu-
dor Gate batsmen replied with
some brisk hitting which put them
ahead of the required rate.

But then Clarke bowled him and
led his side to equality then vic-
tory. When he stepped up to bowl
the last over Tudor Gate needed
five to win and Clarke and his
fielders restricted them to two.

Back Row: E Abraham, H Manning, S Stevenson, O Clarke, T Prescott
Front Row: J Michael, T Gooding and U Burgess
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TRENT BRIDGE MEMORIES

Trevor Prescott Ossie Clarke

» el SN,

Terry Gooding i o

- e 3 e

Silburn Stevenson in the Trent Bridge Gerald Michael in the Trent Bridge nets
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Supporter in the nets

Ossie, Terry and Horace on bench
George Hunter opposite
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UNITED HAMMER COLLEGE

In what might have been the crunch
match of the season Luton United this
week staked their claim to the Luton
Midweek Cricket League champion-
ship with a crushing victory over cur-
rent holders Luton Sixth Form Col-
lege.

Ossie Clarke and Trevor Prescott mur-
dered the College bowling, smacking
fours and sixes to all parts of the field
to set-up a victory which put United
equal top of the Premier division, and
left the champs reeling at the bottom
still seeking their first points of the
season. Opener Clarke hammered 67
not out and Prescott’s contribution to
the carnage was an unbeaten 47 as
United slammed 136-2 in their 20
overs.

The College could never match the
run rate and lost nine wickets as they
slithered to defeat.

MID-WEEK
LEAGUE CRICKET

JOINT TOP

Refusing to give up the chase for the
championship of the Luton and dis-
trict Mid -Week League, Luton
United forced themselves joint top
of the Premier division this week.
With Luton Indians Inactive United
took full advantage by beating Sixth
Form college for the second time
this season.

But the Indians have a game in hand
and still have to play the return with
United , having won the first clash
against them.

Complications are setting in for the
Indians, as success jams up their
fixture list. They have four league
games to play and are still involved

UNITED SHOW
THE POWER

Against lowly Kent's Instruments Lu-
ton United were able to demonstrate
some of their batting power as they
raced to an eight wicket success.

Noel Abbey and Trevor Prescott at-
tacked the Kent bowlers furiously and
were undefeated with 29 and 37 not
out after United had lost two wickets .
Earlier Kent’s had struggled against
some accurate bowling by Isaac Mi-
chael and Ossie Clarke and it required
a hard hitting 28 by O'Shea and some
poor fielding by United to help them to
their 67-5.

in the Pre Star Cup as well as the
Oliver Shield.

United concentrated on putting the
pressure on and reigning champions
Sixth Form College were out
gunned after Ossie Clarke and Eli
Abraham had restricted the college
to 73-9 in 18 overs.

Hendrickson played just as impor-
tant a role, he took two wickets, but
his five overs only cost nine runs.
United lost wickets in an attempt to
score quickly and the College
scented victory when the score
slumped to 32-4 when Clarke was
out. But United had batting in depth
to win comfortably.

UNITED DOUBLE WEEK

END WIN

Luton United unleashed their batting
power at the weekend to chalk up two
victories over Luton Indians and Bed-
ford West Indians.

They were particularly strong in beat-
ing Luton Indians by 142 runs. They
lost three quick wickets before snap-
ping into gear and smashing the Indi-
ans bowling all over the field.

A stand of 145 between Steve
Clouden and Ossie Clarke, who was
112 not out, enable them to declare at
215-5. It all too much for the Indians
who collapsed to 73 with Abraham
leading United’s bowling success with
4 -11 and John and Michael taking
two wickets apiece.

A fine all-round performance by
Trevor Prescott completed the week-
end success with a three wicket win
over Bedford West Indians.

United made hard work of chasing the
94 needed for victory until Prescott
saw them home with an unbeaten half
century.

Holders of the Luton Midweek League Pre-Star Cup, Luton United, came close to falling at the first hurdle in
defence of their crown this week. New boys Totternhoe from division four, all but toppled them with some accu-

rate bowling and smart catching.

Irresponsible strokes by some United batsmen were punished by the villagers, and at 13-3 United looked like
stumbling to a disastrous score. But a sensible 37 by Eli Abraham stopped the rot, and he and his fellow bowlers
completed the rescue act by restricting Tottenhoe to 75-5 in reply to United’s 99-9.

Best win of the week was War down Wanderers merciless thrashing of Harlington School B. In-form Mike Mor-
gan thrashed 71, and put on 99 for the second wicket with Peter Webley as the Wanderers raced to 154-5.
Harlington was then bowled out for 56.
Powerful Luton Indians knocked United counties severely off schedule. The Busmen were bowled out for 24
with Satish claiming eight wickets for only 12 runs.
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TWO {ql!; AMS LOCKED at the top of the Premier Division of the
thon idweek Cricket League this week set the scene for a con-
on Tuesday which is vital for both. Luton United will meet
dians at Lancaster Avenue, with both sides defendnig 100
records.

Elliston Abraham
Greatest fast blower in Luton

L Y
6 tegular 1’%
ve successfully
‘with the




Afro Caribbean Cricket in Luton

?Lutmi Anited Cricket Q]:I;Ih 1978

BLACK LASH

The hapless Luton Inter-
national felt the backlash
after Luton United had
crumbled to defeat in
their first game of the
week-end.
Undisciplined batting
and poor fielding
wrecked United’s
chances against Stoke
Hammond. Trevor Pres-
cott made 59, but his
colleagues could do little
right on the uneven
wicket and they were all
out for 116.

Stoke Hammond
knocked off the runs
with ease.

That defeat stung them
into action against Inter-
national the following
day. Clarke ripped the
heart out of the Interna-
tional innings taking 6-
24 .

Noel Abbey and Trevor
Prescott carried  their
bats for 44 and 48 re-
spectively as  United

cursed to the winning
target of 114.

TAIL-ENDERS SAVE

TWO VITAL acts turned the tide

Luton United’s way against Linslade.

The tail-enders saved their, i‘xlnrings
from disaster, and then the irrepress-
ible Ossie Clarke struck with six

" wickets in a sustained spell of mat:ch-
‘Wmnmg bowling.

. It redressed his own personal balance -
as well — he was one of four United bats-
men to be dismissed without scoring.

Opener Noel Abbey was the only early

ful Hitchin West Indians,
in thea field as Hitchin WI scoregl 173-5

'thg ‘walk back to the sidelines.

United had been made to wprk h; d

THE DA)

batsman to play up to form. But whxles
was making 39 a succession of par
threw away wickets with rash strokes
total of eight men gave catches to

~ United were in trouble at 71-7 bef
Prescott, 41 not out, and Mahy, 28
an. elghth wicket stand of 51.

United celebrated
 cape from disaster -
ning down Linslade’s
men to such go_A g
that they also ha
dncks. -

~ They couldn’t cope Vﬁ;;ﬁ
Clarke, who bowled from
- one end throughout the
nings. His six wwk‘ts co
only 18 runs, with five
~his 15 overs mazdens Tony
Allie, with 3-11, was. ;
other bowler on target
United won by 82 runs.

A3qQqV [PON

A ' HTING half-century by Trevor Pres-
cott rescued Luton United when they were
in danger of being demolished by the pqwer-

the | e

clared, and they were up against it when
their reply stumbled to 42-4. But Ossie
Clarke dug in and Prescott, batting at num-
ber six, hauled United out of trouble with
an undefeated 51 as they held on for a
draw with two wickets to spare.

' They had things much easier against

United’s success in the 70s.

Kokm Sports Prescott ‘made 23 and Noel

- Abbey 27 as United made 150 and Kokni
were forced to play a rearguard action.

Their batting could not keep out United’s

 attack, and with Clarke taking four w1ckets
~ Kokni were dls;mssed for 54.

 Details
Hitchin WI 1735 (Clarke

Ossie Clarke so often the dominant force of Luton BEmiEsesErciG e

Clarke 19). Match drawn.

‘Luton United 150 (Abbey 27, Pres-
cott 23, Samad 3-35, Bashir 2-18);
Kokni = Sports 54  (Clarki
Hendnckson 3—12) Umted

| Tuns.
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Photo Gallery

Die hard supporter
Franklyn Hunter, right

George Hunter above,
Trini, right and Eli bottom

Above; Ossie and Andrew

Silburn, left
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Leavmg" Luton United To J oin Chevette

R

T

I left United at the end of the 1978 season to
join Chevette. I was getting disillusioned
with level of casualness that had crept in at
the club. Members weren’t attending meet-
ings or when they came they arrived late and
left early without anything getting resolved.
Some players had plenty to say on the field
of play but never talked about their gripes
when the opportunity came at meetings.

Meeting up and leaving for away matches
was not taken seriously by some players. If it
was agreed to meet at say 12.30 PM we
would still be waiting at 1 .15 PM for certain
players to turn up, when the match was due
to start at 2.00 PM. Needless to say we
would sometimes arrive late and one or two
men light because the people we waited for
didn’t bother to turn up.

Even when playing at home we had issues.
Most players strolled in fifteen minutes be-
fore start of play. What sort of preparation is
that. I was always at the ground from 1.15
PM, and was left wandering who was going
to turn up or if we had a full team.

Trevor Prescott was always early, in fact he
was usually at the ground before me. He was
also frustrated by what was going on. He
left United a year after I left.

I lived for cricket. I couldn’t wait for the
week end to come. I made sure that every-
thing that I had to do at home was done, it
kept the wife sweet. When we played away
she didn’t see me until after 10 PM.

So when you prepare yourself for the week
end and some players arrive late or can’t be
bothered to turn up for the game, it killed my
spirit. But once the match started I was ok
until the next game.

[ am not too sure how I got to join
Chevette. I don’t know if I was asked to
join or if I approached the club. But join-
ing Chevette was like going for a job.

When I went to their meeting, a vote was
cast to decide if I was to be accepted as a
member. They were a close bunch, like
Free Masons. I passed the interview and
got in.

The main men at Chevette at that time
were, Frisco, Mr. Service, Leslie and
Vaughan Munroe. Chevette, had an enthu-
siastic group of players, they were keen
and I looked forward to playing with then.

One of the things that impressed me about
Chevette was that everyone had a club
jumper with a badge. This showed a state-
ment of intent. They wanted to go places.

I remember when Frisco, turned up with
my jumper after paying my Fifteen
pounds. When he pulled it out of the
Sainsbury plastic bag I was excited and
disappointed at the same time. | am sure it
was second hand but he assured me that it
wasn’t.
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The New Generation

1982 saw the arrival of several new members at United. Terry Gooding who had taken a break form
the game after leaving Chevette returned to captain the team, Linden Brown, a left hand fast bowler
and hand hitting batsman, Frank Mingo, brother of Kenroy, Reg Patel, a solid opening batsman, Al-
ford Jackson, all-rounder and Clubert Hendrickson better known as Gapper, a competitive all-
rounder.

United dominated local cricket for four years, winning the Oliver Shield in 1976 the Pre-Star Cup
in 1977, 1978 and 1981 and also reached the seven a side National Pub Competition at Trent Bridge
under the leadership of Ossie Clarke.

How ever for what ever reason United could never win the Mid Week League. With Ossie’s de-
parture to America it was now left to someone else to take United to another level..
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CHAMPIONSHIP BATTLE
A TREBLE CHANCE

THREE-WAY tussle for the Luton Midweek

ague championship developed this week, with
‘Totternhoe FC the surprise packet as they joined lUT N M D
former champions Chevette and current title-holders

Luton Indians at the top of the _Prenner Division,

| S b The Indians d role to bril-
. TABLES i ianton i Tl : Sundon Crushed
| PREMIER DIVISION on to the Luton News He was unlucky . .
: BUE Bty o e gggﬁli:‘?éﬁ.ga:&;nﬂ“"& Luton United rarely relaxed their CRICKET HONOU RS
bt the jol ree . .
ofio rivals Lifon gen admne vt . orip on the game against Sundon
g 8 v BEST BATTING
e two clul Colin Wright, Vauxhall 1, a inst Edmonton n 87
o et t lay-off to settle . . . . gains 10
: :":m:zm;s:.’a.p wosern | Park. Their opening attack with Eli Abraham — Tio Chaplain, Inter iy 5
5‘, o always night ﬁn:} I%nl; Ll-ll(l)jl Town, against Hitchin ....... 77
Bipi s in penetrating form kept the runs down. He  pi Tight, Vawsel: toniees el o
~ owision ™o o 7 “th . . . 'aul Hull, Markyate, t Sundon Park .
Ko 53040 dawe S S o0k three wickets for only seven runs in hiS | Dave Morimer, Markvaie, against Sandon Park 17" *61
7 R Al ahah, [oghy pedol . . Dave Butterworth, Flitwick, against Laporte (ML) 58
mm duce the bold quick-scoring ﬁVe over and W]th Venol John return]ng ﬁg- Mike Morgan, Luton Town, against Finchley . 53
Vauxhall Specs 3 k:ﬁ;ﬁ- kt“aaftl}::‘::dbee“ the . Te;rv Gooding, Lutol\r;‘LUnlted. against Chevcnc . 50
p - * denot t out. d tes Midweek L ¥
e RETRE  Na ma kane ra UTCS of 4-18 in 4.1 overs . Sundon Park were ey o BESTH:C;SW ;.I:G eague
20 112 contained the runs, ‘an .
£ Hig e g = bowled out in 18.1 overs.for 64 runs. Clubert Phil Swestman, Markyate, againsc Sundon Park
N lazzling  battin; for-~ . . : L) o 5
o omme "5 Hendrickson and Eli Abraham saw United G jarwae L. interastiomt st Kachos Cavaiicts a8
PW T m 107 to win in 20 Steve Waterhouse, Vauxhall, against Hampstead .
Tighe s Goiche I:\hlren I;I;Id Axll‘:n home 11 overs to Spare_ Bernie Cains, Luton Town, against Finchley
- P:te gam::':idtshlp, o Julian Bhaguandass, Vauxhall II, against Edmonton II . 5 67
s Arun playing the supporting
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TITLE-CHASERS FACE

LONG-TIME RIVALS for the crown as top limited-
over cricket club in the area, Luton Indians and
Luton United set themselves up for a crucial con-
frontation next week with solid performances in the
Luton and District Midweek League on Tuesday
night.

They meet at Lancaster Avenue next Tuesday,
with the Indians ready to
put one hand on the
Luton News Cup if they
can beat United.

A United victory, how-
ever, would see the two
clubs locked level on points
at the head of the Premier
Division, and set up the
possibility of another cham-
pionship play-off decider be-
tween them. {

Neither showed any
mercy this week to teams
fighting to stave off relega-
tion.

Indians, the champions,
batted solidly all down the
order to take 110 runs off
Sundon Park in 18 overs,
and when Sundon replied
only Bob Harvey showed
much defiance. They were
never up with the required
run-rate as Arun and Naresh
Patel picked up wickets.

with Venol John making a
* brilliant 46 and Terry Good-
ing an unbeaten 70. Set to
chase 142 to win in 18
overs, the footballers were
unable to get halfway there.

Luton Club  were
United’s victims. Their
bowl were | ed

HOLDERS GO THROUGH

Holders of the Luton League’s Pre
Star Cup Luton United, hammered 61
FC in the semi final.

Luton Indians and Totternhoe FC will
meet in the other semi-final, with the
final due to be played at Lancaster
Avenue, next Thursday evening.
Opener Geoff Davie was the only 61
FC player to show any defiance
against United’s deadly bowling at-
tack.

In the first ten overs Abraham and
Clubert Hendrickson reduced the 61
innings to a shambles, at 18-7. Davie
resisted bravely with 22, but the rest
failed, with seven batsmen out for
ducks.

United’s victory rump was interrupted
when Nick White struck with three
wickets before Terry Gooding steered
the side to victory.

CRUCIAL

LUTON MIDWEEK CRICKET LEAGUE -

United take a
step towards
league double

THE BATTLE between the Luton and District Mid-
week Cricket League giants, Luton Indians and
Luton United in the final of the Pre-Star Cup knock-
out tournament more than lived up to expectations.

The match was a real thriller with United defeating
their arch-rivals by three runs in a nail-biting finish.

After losing a wicket in the second over before they
had a run on the board, United’s batsmen found themselves
pinned down by some sharp ficlding and very tight bowling.

~_ But gradually they managed to get on top of the bowling
with Elli Abraham leading the attack well supported by
Terry Gooding and Alf Jackson. -

These three provided the back-bone of the Indians’
20 overs total before they lost two wickets through silly
run-outs in the scramble for runs in the closing overs.

The Indians got away to a good start in reply with
Arun Patel and Mehendra Patel stroking the ball around
and taking quick singles and accepting the chance of two
runs whenever il arose. -

. But the course of the game was changed when United’s
Lindon Brown took a brilliant catch to dismiss Arun Patel
and ran out his opening partner in the following over.

With these two gone the Indians struggled to keep in
touch with the run-rate as the United bowlers kept it tight
being well supported in the field.

Jackson leted a fine all d contribution to
United’s victory by taking two wickets and Venol John also
had two successes and bowled very tight.

Luton United 102 (Abraham 38, Gooding 18. Naresh
Patel 3-21); Luton Indians 99 (Arun Patel 25, Mahendra
Patel 20. John 2-18, Jacksen 2-25). Luton United won by
three runs. =
® THE LEAGUE'S other big final, for the Vauxhall Plate
between Lioyds Bank and Luton International. which was
rained off last week, has been re-arranged for Laporte Sports
Ground tonight, starting at 6.30 pm,

TEST

2
p A

.

...and get

A GOOD knock by Noel Abbey and a
captain’s innings by Terry Gooding got
Luton United off on the right foot in their
_Oliver Shield semi-final against Redbourn
and set them up with a chance of doing the
local cricket treble..

One of the Redbourn bowlers came in
for particularly harsh treatment from them
when he had 60 runs knocked off his six
overs.

Redbourn had a go to get the runs and

spell

-5

a crack at

were well in with a chan i
off t};}eir first 12 overs. e '~71 =

ut Elli Abraham returned fo d
s with the ball f(lxr United ané éixisse Cfgrlllal
ree overs cost only six run i -
bourn falling behind the run-r:te‘.lmth w

~bourn 101 (Gooding 2-19, Abraham

treble

Gooding came on the
scene at a point where the
Redbourn batsmen had -to
go for the runs, and he too
frustrated them with only
19 scored off his six overs
which also brought a bonus
of two wickets.

DETAILS

Luton United 1372, 20 overs
(Abbey 58 not, Gooding 50); Red-
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2-22). United wen by 36 runs,
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FINAL VICTORY WOULL

VICTORY in their postponed match against Chev-

ette will give Luton Indians the Luton and District
Midweek Cricket League title for 'the second year
runmng

" A shock defeat in thexr postponed game against
Totternhoe seems to have cost their main rivais

Luton United the chance of forcing a play-off.

" But Uruted slipped

back into gear to finish |

tgmr season on the right

note with a win over |
Sundon Park. If Chevette o re%,;y Shndon: Park
score a surprise win over made a slow start, but a fine
Indians, United will hlave L;‘L%Ckwgg’ a?éle"; Eyfeesfg;{’e
to meet Indians in a play- 3

off to decide the w1r§,ne¥s Bor,. Belfing, I Zoglig

United put down seven
of the Luton News Cup.  catches, enabled them to
. The villagers caused a sur-

keep up with the run-rate
Setien th i {’ or a period befccl)re United’s
en they scq wlers regained command.
fgiﬁs?wm over United with. Pl o B
Martin- Cutler scoring a
h%il‘euclmtury Ca{md %Vlgégn s
Bovelle and Colin  Tibbett
K}y’l‘ing accurately to tumble .."(((‘r_",((fr-‘
; champxonshlp chasers r

out.

But United’s" batsmeh
‘Eoﬁnd'« their touch again in

the final game against Sun-
don ‘“Park after ‘they re-
covered from the shock of
losing three wickets in their
first two ov:ers tlm only four
runs, : |
. Terry Goodmg ~and Elli
‘Abraham stopped the rot p
wd;h Abraham taking com-

d of the game to pass

l;is alf-century and  bat
ﬂlrough for ay sparklmg in-
nings.

UNITED GIVEN A NEW CHANCE OF TAKING THE
PRIZE

Eli Abraham a brilliant 76 against Sundon Park

LUTON INDIANS won their final match against : & & B
Chevette which should have clinched the Luton i V . 2 . '

and District Mid-Week League Championship for = ol b

them on Tuesday. : :

But their big rivals Luton United find themselves ; BEST BATTING
still in with a chance of forcing the Indians to a
play off for the cup as they did last season.

United was given fresh hope when the League’s
executive council declared the match against Tot-
tenhoe FC and Luton United, won by Tottenhoe
recently-void after the discovery that demon

Jyden Andrew, Luton International, against Chalgrave 129
‘Dave Light, Vauxhall, against Luton Town (HC) ...... *104
| Don Rolt, Luton Town I, against Nth Mymms II (HC) *98
| Elli Abraham, Luton United, against Sundon Pk (ML) *76
Jeft Biggs, Luton Town I, against Vauxhall Il (HC) ... *74

bowler Martin Bovell was ineligible to play for the ; Brian Taylf)r, Town Su:oll‘ers, ag-amst N‘orthwood ...... 65
footballers. | Stuart Smith, Luton Nalgo, against Wing ............... 62
He was already a registered player for Luton Inter- Neil Bigmore, Stopsley, against Luton Nalgo ............ 61
national in Division Three, and no player is al- Ghulam Sawar, Kashmir Cavaliers, against S. G. Brown ' 60
lowed to turnout for more than one side in any one | Mushtaq Dalvi, Kokni Sports, against Halyard (ML) ... *56
season. | Mike Morgan, Luton Town, against Nth Mymms (HC) = 55
The game is to be replayed and victory for United Arun Patel, Luton Town, against Vauxhall (HC) ...... 52
would put them level on points with Luton Indi- Chris Janes. Town Strollers, against Northwood ...... *51

ans. Peter Taylor, Luton Town, against Vauxhall (HC) ...... 50
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UNITED FOILED

THE EXCITING prospect of another play-off between
Luton and District Midweek League arch-rivals,
Luton Indians and Luton United for the Premier
Division title was set-up on Tuesday.

Reigning champions Indians would have been
well on the way towards retaining the Luton News
Cup for another year had they won the crunch game
against former champs United. :

Btk MDiE( (R LEACUE

ek

were not going to let
them slip away with it
and threw the issue back
in the melting pot with a
fine six wickets victory.

After making 103 in 18
overs the Indians took a
hammering from the
United opening pair,
Venol John and Clubert
Hendrickson who put on.
4] for the first wicket in
an  attacking  six-over
spell.

United then suffered a
slight set-back before Terry -
Gooding and Kenroy Mingo
took charge to bring the
match to a tremendous cli- .
max with five runs needed
off the last over.

Gooding was bowled off
the first ball, but Mingo
hammered ten runs off two
deliveries in a ‘spectacular
finish to keep United’s hopes
of regaining the title very
high.

UNITED MISS
OUT ON MID-WEEK CUP ONCE AGAIN...........

The Luton and District
Mid-Week League
season stretched into
August with the Pre-
mier division champi-
onship to be decided
by sudden death play
off between Luton In-
dians and Luton
United.

But it was a second
year of disappointment
for United as the Indians romped to victory.

United have already beaten the Indians in the Pre Star Cup
but lost the play off for the championship., and that re-
mains the only major local cricket honour to elude them.




Afro Caribbean Cricket in Luton

e

A

Club 1982

e e

T

Opener leads
high scoring

POWERFUL BATTING by opener Terry Gooding,
7 who amassed 126 runs over the weekend, provided
5 4 _ the backbone of two high-scoring performances by

WITH six wickets already Luton United.
taken in 3.3 overs, Luton

“The United batsmen.clicked into their best form in a

United skipper Ter'ry GO()(]!J victory over Kokni Sports, led by Gooding. Backing came
";lg “ias on a hat-trick when “i)}o;xi VI:Ii‘t)ﬁlA/?fb}):gksV:)}rln? hit a quick unbeaten 42 in a stand
t 3 ; i : :

elk ast man " was d,ue f" - The target of 203 proved too much for Kokni, who
wa out to face him inlw were destroyed early on by the speed of Norman Robinson.

% 3 A
Unlted S game against A)’HGS- Kokni tried to make a game of it by attacking the
bury West Indians. 5 botwling, ?}?d t3hse aggressive Nasahmed was unlucky not to
o S more than 38.
But the opposition skippen e

. . % In a drawn game against Kashmir Cavaliers United
denied Goodmg his chance again got off to a sound start with Gooding top scoring

by declaring o with 61, but they lost wickets in a C}}llase for runs at the
5 - 4% : end of the innings.
United  showed  thein Ny | Gulham Sarwar did the
respect f.or the opposition| ':?i%itetg it o 5233235. o
by reversing the normal batd = | After losing - their first

wicket, Kashmir decided to
play out for a draw. United
finally broke through their
middle order, but then rain
rescued the Cavaliers from
- further disaster.

DETAILS

Luton United 203-6 dec (Gooding
65, Abbey 42, Jackson 29. Dalvi
3-66). Kokni Sports 135 (Nasahmed
38, Daud Parkar 28. Robinson 3-5).
United won by 48 runs.

Luton United 188 (Gooding 61,
Mingo 41, John 27. Sarwar 6-57);
Kashmir Cavaliers 79-5 (Sarwar 33. .
Hunter. 3-7). Match drawn.

ting order, and then lost five
wickets for 35 before Venol
John and Gooding stepped
up the run-rate to make it

a draw.
DETAILS

High Wycombe WI 1309 dec
(Gooding 6-12, Hendrickson 2-48);
Luton United 97-8 (John 35 mnot).
Match drawn.




Afro Caribbean Cricket in Luton

e

e

A

f;tun @nited Cricket Club 198

R

Tourists
crushed

A CLUB record first wicket
stand of 151 between Terry
Gooding and Noel Abbey
was the match - winner for
Luton United against a
touring Welsh club Dinas
Powis.

Gooding went on te score
a century, and with two
wickets down in their first
three overs the Welsh side

i were mnever able to compete
*fg with the huge demands made
| on them.
DETAILS

Luton United 223-4 dec (Gooding
113, Abbey 65); Dinas Powis 157
(Gooding 4-59, Hendrickson 3-34).

- mm Luton United won by 66 runs.

Abbey and Gooding in Record Partnership At
Lancaster Avenue

BEST BATTING

; ‘ : z Mike Morgan, Luton Town, against Pinner ............... 102
IR i Hyden Andrew, L. International, against Y. United ... 926
BEST BATTING Hyden Andrew, L. International, against Liporte (ML e
% \ . g John Mills, Vauxhall, against Stort i
Terry GOOdlng, Luton United v. Dinas Powis ... ..., 113| Terry Gooding, L. United., against 61 Club (ML) i
Zaffar Shar, L. Pakistanis v. Dunstable Vauxhall . 105 -],?f.:",.R]‘fo,’nf'{f‘)En;T{e’:,"a;L’i:sﬁaﬂs}nﬁl:ﬂ:tt?:};ll{ &
Paul Hull, Markyate v. Caddington .. ..... .. . - 10§| Smmon Andrews, Flitwick, Agsinss R it gt R g
, . Andy White, Lloyds, against Beds Eagles (ML) .........
Gar} Bu'rgess, LlltOﬂ Coll OAS V. Southgatc Adelalde 76 Mohd Akhtar, Kashmir Cavaliers, against Starlight ... 58
Alan Price, Luton Town II v. Headington I1 ....... .. 72 gave I{Vlh‘hskeit» UOg};v againStNF'ilW‘;ckm}'l“L‘)U --------- :z-i
. > . % = ave Light, Luton , against Nomads (ML) ............ 5
Il;Joel xf}sbb.ey, I{Juton United Ve Dinas Powis ........... « 65| MydenAsidrew, L. Tnternaianal, against i Fagics (ML) 32
arry min g = i Bill Large, Nalgo, against Kodak ........................... 5
D 'R 1 Ij AUton St Maly S ASp]ey GuiSe """"" 60 Tim Chaplain, L. International, against B. Eagles (ML) *52
G{mﬁ 1;)' t, Luton Town II v. Hemel Hempstead ...... 60| Venoi John, Luton United, against Kokni (ML) ......... 52
€0 i1gg 'S .
o] £8s, Luton Town Il v. Hemel I .................. 59 BEST BOWLING :
Chris Janes, Luton Town II v. Dunstable I ... .. 56 * denotes not out. ML denotes Midweek League.
[Peter Taylor, Luten v. Headington 541 Terry Gooding, L. United, against H. Wycombe WI ... 6-12
Hitu N ik Intan-Collosa s Noo. . u v = Kevin Taylor, Luton Strollers, against Dunstable I ... 6-13
Ml lll) 3]1 » Luton College v. Newport Pagnell .. .. ... 531 Mohd Mahroof, Kashmir Cavaliers, against W. (Astans 6-23
. 4 ¥ and  Hyd Andrew, L. International, against RAF Henlow 5-
atel, Luton College v. Southgate Adelaide ... 5 39 Phil Sectulis. Mariston, seaiit Hasliigion (ML) 5.15
* Denotes not out. 5 Mohd Mahroof, Kashmir Cavaliers, against Starfight ... 5-35
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The two giants of local cricket had beaten each other once
in the Mid-Week League and were both at full strength
when they contested in the final of the Pre-Star Cup at
Lancaster Avenue.

It was a scorching evening, a
fast outfield and perfect for
cricket.

I decided to bat first after win-
ning the toss. I am not to sure
why I did because I usually
like to field first purely be-
cause fielding was our weak
point and we didn’t always
defend a good score due to
our misgivings in the field.

I replaced our regular openers of Venol and Gapper with
Kenroy Mingo and Noel Abbey. The thinking behind this
was to have someone with a more controlled aggression to
complement the attacking style of Mingo. I didn’t want to
lose wickets early.

Dipak, bowling fast medium, first over was a maiden. The
pitch was bouncy and fast Noel played and missed at four
deliveries, he looked nervous.

Neresh was much quicker than Depak and had Mingo
caught behind flashing at a ball out side his off stump for a
duck. The Indians went wild in celebration of their first
scalp, as a dejected Mingo walked slowly back to the pa-
vilion. United were struggling for runs against some usual
tight bowling by the Indians.

Abbey trying to push the score along was snapped up at
mid-wicket by Nanu. When star batsman Venol went
two runs later, We looked in big trouble.

Nineteen for three off seven overs. Our supporters lost
their voices. They must have been thinking here we go
again another defeat by our rivals,

Eli Abraham walked to the crease with intent. He
slammed three fours off Dipak’s final over and we both
added 31 in good time. Suresh replaced Neresh in the
twelfth over he looked nervous. He pitched a ball on my
leg stump which I would normal whip away but I missed
it and was bowled for 18.

At 50 for 4 the dangerous Kanu came on for Dipak. His
introduction usually tie us down and our supporters did-
n’t look hopeful.

Eli was in a vicious, no nonsense mood, Kanu’s five
over spell cost him 28 runs. Gapper was also revving up
but ran out of gas well taken at mid-wicket by Mehendra
Patel.

82-6 in the seventeenth over, the stylish Alford Jackson
joined Eli and made a quick 12 before Kanu out smart
him with a slower ball and was stumped.

With United trying desperately to get past the hundred
mark two batsmen were run out. Reg Patel was the man
involved and he perished also. But not before smashing
a superbly timed six over mid-wicket to take us past the
hundred.

We finished our innings on 102-9 a good score in my
opinion because not many teams got to 100 in this com-
petition.

United Innings

N Abbey Caught Nuresh 09
K Mingo Caught Nuresh 00
T Gooding Bowled Suresh 18
V John Bowled Nuresh 01
E Abraham Caught Suresh 38
C Hendrickson Caught Kanu 08
A Jackson Stumped Kanu 12
R Patel Run out 07
F Mingo Not out 06
L Brown Run out 03
S Stevenson Did Not Bat

102
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Luton United Vs Lutonmlndians
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Requiring only 103 to win the Indian supporters felt confi-
dent of victory when their openers Arun and Mehendra
walked out to bat. Arun and Mendi knocked up 30 in quick
time to put us on the back foot.

Things was to get worst. Arun brilliantly square cut Gapper
and I began the chase in an attempt to save the boundary. A
sudden sharp pain shot up my right leg and I collapsed in
agony. Silburn diagnosed a torn hamstring. I could hardly
walk but I played on.

Arun and Mendi took advantage of my disability and ran a
single every time the ball came to me. Perhaps I should have
gone off but this was too important a game to watch from
the boundary.

With the score on 41 and everyone wondering where the
first wicket was coming from, Arun smashed a half volley
from Eli to the left of Linden, at short cover, it looked four
all the way but Linden dived to his left to pull off an amaz-
ing catch. It was such a relief to get rid of such a dangerous
player.

Five runs later Linden, was at it again. He dropped a vi-
ciously struck on drive by Mehendra, but with Dipak calling
for a run he gathered the ball to smartly run out Mehendra.
56 for 2 and we had hope again.

Alford replaced Eli and conceded four wides in his first two
overs. Not what we really wanted. At the other end Venol
was bowling well. He knocked out Dipack’s middle stump
with a Yorker. The Indian supporters went quiet but at 67-3
with six overs in which to get 36 runs they still felt confi-
dent of winning the match. It was a tense time, the Indians
batted deep, six an over should be a stroll.

The stylish Nanu was bowled by Alford for a duck but Lalit
and Kanu launched a counter attack and added 23. Kanu
decided to chance his luck against my handicap and was
duly run out for 12. Hitu did the same and once again I won
the contest.

Ninety Three for Six after 18 overs only ten required off 12
balls. The crowd was restless, no one knew which way this
was going to end. I juggled the field trying to get our best
fielders in good run saving positions. We always buckle
under pressure. It was now up to Venol and Alford to bowl
nice and straight.

Alford raced in to start his final over. The first ball was
down the leg side, the second was pitched on the off stump
and Lalit smashed it for four. Silence! We couldn’t believe
it, but Lalit could bat he was no rabbit.

Dejected, Alf walked slowly back to his mark. He ran in
again, the ball was a good length , Lalit tried to smash it
again and was bowled. Good response son.

The final over was to be bowled by Venol. The Indians
needed five to win and we had to take three wickets. It was
a tense moment, advice was being dished out from all quar-
ters. The crowd was agitated.

Venol’s first delivery was down the leg side and Mingo col-
lected cleanly. The Indian supporters screamed for a wide
but umpire Charlie was having none of it.

The second delivery went through to Mingo, again no run.
The batsmen scampered a run off the third ball.

Satish played at the fourth and missed. The fifth ball
bowled him. Brilliant screamed the excited Silburn. Our
supporters were ecstatic.

The Indians had a look of submission on their faces, but it
wasn’t over, we weren't there yet.

I placed everyone on the boundary for the last delivery.
They had to hit a four to win or run three for a tie. Please
don’t bowl a no-ball Venol I said to myself. Satish had no
choice, he had to put Venol, over the rope.

Venol’s delivery was a good length slower ball, Satish
swung wildly and got a top edge which sent the ball fly-
ing to third-man where Noel Abbey took the catch.

Our celebration was wild, Venol was hugged and head
slapped, so to was Noel.

It was a good team performance. The crowd applauded
both teams off the field, they had witnessed an out-
standing match. There were many game changing mo-
ments in the match. Eli who gave substance to our in-
nings with an aggressive 38, Linden, who provided the
first wicket with an incredible catch to get rid of Arun,
Silburn’s, aggressive fielding and throwing accounted for
two run outs and Venol’s cool head during the final over.
Who else would bowl a slower ball at such a critical
time?

.

Luton Indians Innings

Arun Caught - brown Abraham 25
Mehendra Run out - brown 20
Dipak Bowled John 08
Kanu Run out - Gooding 12
Nanu Bowled Jackson 00
Lalit Bowled Jackson 13
Hitu Run out - Gooding 01
Satish Bowled John 03
Neresh Run out - Stevenson 00
Bhupesh  Not out 00
Suresh Caught - abbey John 01

99
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Week-End Highlights

DISMAL RUN CONTINUES

A poor start to the season continued
for Luton united in week end cricket
when Kashmir Cavaliers and Ayles-
bury West Indians added to their run
of defeat.

They were given a reasonable start to
their innings by opener Venol John
and Alf Jackson against Kashmir but
some good bowling by Nakeem Jabar
and Sabir Hussain put Kashmir in
command and restricted the United
total.

Cavaliers batted steadily in reply and
coasted to victory. With wickets to
spare.

In the other game against Aylesbury,
United had the home side on the rack
at 47-5 only to let them off the hook
and find themselves needing to chase
153 for victory.

UNITED TAKEN APART
Luton United’s bowling was taken
apart by Luton International whose
batsmen hammered all comers in a
tremendous 40 overs thrash.

They were never in danger of defeat
as a succession of United bowlers
laboured without success to remove
the International opening pair of
Hayden Andrews and Dudley Belone
who passed the 150 mark before be-
ing parted.

Both made half centuries with An-
drews getting in sight of his ton be-
fore he was out.

Facing a forbidding total of 240,
Luton United got away to a good
start in reply but their middle order
collapsed and they fell behind the
required run rate in the face to some
acute bowling.

This was led by Lloyd Patterson who
claimed four victims in an accurate
11 overs spell as United fell 113 runs
short of the target.

BEST BOWLING

[iftikhar Ahmed, AK, against Parrot ..................... 7-20
Lindon Brown, Luton United, against Old Challoners 6- 7
[Lloyd Pattersom, Luton International, against Milton

Brvant. ..o el s 6-34
Mohammed Marhoof, Kashmir Cavahers, against SG

Brown o 06 o0 in e B i 5-18
[Ray Coles, Luton Town II, against Nth Mymms II (HC) 5-21
(. Thomasson, Stopsley, against Luton Nalgo ......... 5-25
[Dave Warren, Luton Nalgo, against Stopsley ............ 5-25
Samad Parkar, Kokni Spts ,against Kashmir Cavaliers 5-27

hris Shields, Electrolux, against Luton OB (ML) ...... 5-27
Kevin Taylor, Town Strollers, against Northwood ...... 5-33
SURVIVAL BATTLE

A stubborn fight for survival earned Chevette a last
minute draw against Luton United after their bowing
had taken a hammering and their batsmen had reeled
against Terry Gooding.

United got on top from the start, with openers Noel Ab-
bey and Venol John putting on 69 in quick time.
Chevette came back with three wickets before Kenroy
Mingo pilled on more agony, aided by Clubert Hen-
drickson.

Early disaster made it an uphill struggle for Chevette
after their first three men were out for 19.

Godfrey Davis and Trevor Prescott stopped the rot and
| dug in to start the long haul for survival.

Gooding threatened to win the game on his own with
seven wickets in 19 overs, but Chevette held out with
their last pair together at the close.

DETAILS

United, 180-8 dec (Mingo 45, John 39,Abbey 25, Hen-
drickson 25, Browne 4-44); chevette 116-9 (G.Davis 33,
Prescott 22, D.Davis 21 not, Gooding 7-40, Stevenson 2
-10

Linden Brown

BATTING ’
Geoff Green, Saracens A, League, agaimst Ward Wdrs 101*
Brian Taylor, Luton Town I against Huntingdeon II ... 98
Malcelm Drewitt, Luton Town Il against Huntingdon I1 95
Mike Mergan, Luton Town against St Albans 80
Terry Geeding, Luton United against Aylesbury WI ... 73
Len Best, Vauxhall I, against Henlow 11 4

It was a happier day
for the United bowl-
ers who skittle their
opponents out for

65 with Linden /ST i IR ATH Flectrolux against Dunstable Vauxhall 57*
IR R LR A rA Rey Foihergill, Luton Nalgo against Sarvacens ............ 55
: 1 t M Terry Roe, Luton Town Il against St Albans IX ......... 52
p:‘ovull)% almost un Alan Stacey, Luton Town Il agaimst St Albans 1T ... . 51*
playable. Paul Abrabam, Luton Town against Huntingdon ...... 51

* Not out
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Week-End Highlights

LUTON INTERNATIONAL DOES IT
AGAIN

Coping a lot better than their rivals on a
wet wicket, Luton International steam
rolled through the lower half of Luton
United’s batting at a cost of only seven
runs to complete a fine victory.

United was unable to master the swing
bowling of Raphael Barnard and Tim
Chaplain. The only United batsman to
stand up to the onslaught was Clubert Hen-
drickson 43.

For International, Hayden Andrew played a
fine knock for his half century.

Alf Jackson 3-11 and Stevenson 3-12 com-
bined to bowled United to victory over
Laporte after Hendrickson and Mingo had
helped to establish a good target of 142

MIXED WEEK-END FOR UNITED
With their bowlers taken apart by the hard
hitting three was batting Luton United were
never able to get to grips with the target of
202. Robinson 4-35, Gooding 3-25)

But the boot was on the other foot in their
victory over Old Challenors when Kenroy
Mingo 42 and Noel Abbey 41 boosted the
score with a stand of 82 for the second
wicket.

It was a happier day for the United bowlers
who skittled their opponents out for 65
with Linden Brown who took 6-7 proving
almost unplayable.

NEARLY A DOUBLE
After scoring an easy win in a 30 overs
match against Kokni Sports, Luton United
went close to a double success when they
just failed to bowl out St.Albans West
Indians in their other match at the week-
end.
Lesroy Davis and Terry Gooding both got
into the forties to provide the backbone of
the United batting against Kokni.
Against some penetrating bowling by
Davis, Kokni couldn't get to grips with the
total of 152.

RECOVERING from a dreadful start Luton Umted’s bats-
men got within two runs of victory with ﬁve overs left
in a tremendous finish against Luton Tech.

Then, Norman Robmson who had grafted well w1th
Les Dav:s to revive United’s fortunes, attempted to finish
the match in style, :

¥

He made an almlghty swing at a ball'from Utel Bufgess :
and was given out lbw leaving the College, for whom
Dipak Parsooth took six w1ckets, winners by a snge run.

They had looked set to skate to v1ctory when they
claimed the first five United wickets for 32 runs, but Kenroy
Mingo found form and cracked a savage half-century to
stem the accurate bowling of Parsooth and Burgess. ‘

But, apart from a useful
contribution by Clubert
‘Hendrickson, the United
batsmen had little to offer
until Davis and Robinson
teamed up for the final seven
overs.

DETAI LS

Luton Technical College 131-8 dec
{Naik 35 not, Patel 22. Robinson
~ 2-6); Luton United 130 (Mingo 58, .
Hendrickson 24. Parsooth  6-52,
Burgess 3-35). Luton Techmcal col-
lege won by one run

BATSMEN RUN RIOT
On a rain affected wicket which
should have helped bowlers, Bats-
men of Luton united and Interna-
tional ran riot in a match which pro-
duced over 300 runs in 60 overs.
International opener Hayden Andrew
led the way as his side recovered
from a slow start with a brilliant in-
nings which was full of good shots.
until he was run out just four runs
short of his century.

An intelligent knock by Shameed
enabled International to add 77 runs
for the third wicket, but United also
had batting strength to call on to turn
the game into a cracker.

Venol John, very much the form man
for United at present put on 67 with
Reg Patel for the first wicket.

John’s innings was the match winner
and when he had gone Terry Good-
ing and Kenroy Mingo kept up the
rate of five an over to claim victory
with ten balls to spare.

SKIPPER HITS OUT

A half century by skipper Terry
Gooding and a fine Unbeaten
knock by Kenroy Mingo carried
Luton United to victory over local
rivals Chevette.

They finished off the job in style
after Chevette had been skittle by
Alf Jackson.

DETAILS

Chevette 105 (Davis 19, Jackson 5
-29) United 109-5 (Gooding 50,
Mingo 25 not, Harewood, 2-27,
Broom, 2-40)
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FOCUS ON - Venol John -RISING STAR of 1982

VCIIOI, produced some of his best performances for United
during the 1982 season. He started the season impressively and
kept up the pace right up to the last quarter of the season when his |
performances started to drop off.

Venol was also an excellent footballer so he could have been
winding down in preparation for the new football season.

He could have easily score the 1000 runs that was set as his target
but his concentration levels fell apart so often once he got past
fifty runs.

His highest score of 80 not out against Nalgo in an eighteen over
Oliver Shield match was outstanding. A classy 65 against Luton
International and 53 versus Tottenhoe were equally good.

Apart from his batting ability, Venol was an incredible fielder in
any position but almost always fielded at cover point, where he
took some outstanding catches.

Like all outstanding sportsmen with natural ability Venol didn’t
work very hard to improve his game. Had he done so he may
have been on a par with the great Ossie Clarke.

In the 1982 cricket season Venol played 42 times and batted 41
innings. He scored a massive 951 runs at an average of 26. He
made four scores of 50 or more

He bowled 81
overs and took 16
wickets at a cost
of 347 runs.

He also took 18
catches and
~ dropped 6.

1982 was and out-
standing year for
Venol and with
the arrival of
young players at
United everyone
was looking for-
ward to exciting
times from the
new  generation
during the upcom-

e ing 1983 cricket

~ season.
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NAME INNINGS RUNS HIGHEST SCORE AVG
T Gooding 42 1116 113 30
V john 41 951 80 26
K Mingo 37 573 58 19
N Abbey 29 449 65 19
C Hendrickson 34 396 43 13
A Jackson 32 373 39 13
E Abraham 16 277 76 20
I Burke 15 102 16 10
F Mingo 19 167 41 11
L Davis 15 93 43 9
N Robinson 13 89 27 8
G Hunter 15 75 32 7
L Brown 13 39 12 3

S Stevenson 6 24 11 6
NAME OVERS MAIDENS WICKETS RUNS
C Hendrickson 256 40 59 782
A Jackson 187 14 35 655
T Gooding 154 18 50 573
N Robinson 98 21 19 271
V John 90 4 13 348
E Abraham 96 10 25 286
L Brown 83 13 19 294
S Stevenson 52 2 12 248
L Davis 48 9 10 162
G Hunter 31 5 19 97
F Mingo 18 0 2 95
I Burke 13 0 3 95
N Abbey 10 0 2 27
R Patel 6 0 1 20
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Sundon Park thas ,
Premier Division.

With the 1983 season
scarcely under ‘way, and
still much affected by ‘the
weather, they have the
division’s only 190 per
cent record.

But Luton News Cup hol-
ders Luton Indians set their
sights on the title again on
Tuesday night with a victory
in a titanic encounter with
old rivals Luton United.

Bowlers throughout the
division will shudder to hear
that Arun Patel is on the

war path again — he took a
match-winning half-century
off the powerful Umted
attack to set up a win
clinched by the Indians’
bowlers in the last over.

Chevette had no mercy on
a Sundon Park side which is
struggling after losmg some
of its best players. .Not one
batsman could «reabﬁ ‘double

figures against hostile Chev-

ette bowling, and the Park’s
attack never had a hope of
holding Chevette’s reply.

In the clash between the
Indxans and - Luton United,
fortunes swung
before the match

cid

Arun_ Patel's %em ang
timing kept the innings mov-..
ing well, despite the loss o?
four partners who made only

ten between .them. - Elli
Abraham gr ab ed f’hree A
wickets, but the mini-

collapse was ended when *

alit Patel joined Arun, and.
is 27 turned the tide.
Chasing six ‘an ' over to
win, United were ‘on '
schedule as Terry "Gooding
‘made a brxlhant 24 in six
overs.
Patel alsbo kei.lpt the d‘ﬁma
moving, but the rest: of ¥
batting crumbled e; ',
accurate bowling: [
Patel and Satish Pai ei' Digt
took three wx e
United ne ";
off the

last pair ﬂ%

<ixX.

_ek tgl_gq cl.ear at the ,toy,, of the |

ILEADERS KEEP UP
EARLY FORM

5 SETTERS Chevette kept on course for the
5C!t'le at the top of the Premier Division of the Luton
[and District Midweek Cricket League with a com-

: QtQ ways

for ble victory over Kokni Sports.

“‘f“ ’= Mainu Dalvi.

4The Cheyette total of 115 '

KEEPING hot on the heels
of the leaders, but with a
_more played, are Luton
,1tod who were given a
by 61 FC befor
uring Jllelt fourth win i
mnj:ﬂ);es in the Premxerﬁ ]

n

& ’f’j‘

Some good bowlmg by *
United restricted the foot-
to a modest total of

7-8 with only Geoff Davie
and Brian Van Hoof making
impression with the batJ‘aili
_managing to get into
uble figures.

m hslé looked slmple“’:%
1 r United, buf the,
led' into a false
security and the GL
ﬁu vlers shook them by -

ring five wickets befor
Williams steadied the
> and steered them

’ko‘ e in 12 overs.

en Davis, coming in at number three after the loss
‘a quick wicket provided the innings with solidarity as
he stood his ground against some accurate bowlmg by

MID -WEEK LEAGUE CRICKET

Venol John and Reg

Champlons suffered

WASTING no time in making up their opening
fixture that was postponed the previous week, Chev-
ette are setting the early pace in the Premier Division
of the Luton and District Midweek Cricket League.
They got away to a flying start with a victory over Kokni
Sports and followed up with an eight runs success over last
season’s champions Luton Indians.

Against Kokni, Chevette

batsmen _Errol Crawford,
Julian  Jackson,
Davis and Steve Harewood
all reached double figures
for a 16 over total that
proved too much of a chal-
lenge for Kokni who lost
their first three wickets
cheaply with only Samad
Parker offering any real op-
position to the Chevette
bowling attack.

The win over Luton In-
dians. a closer affair
wnh Chevette owing a lot
to their top batsmen, Craw-

ford, Jackson and Trevor
Prescott who gave them a
steady start before the
champions’ bowlers got the
upper hand with Hitu Naik
claiming three victims in
four overs.

Mahendra Patel scored a
useful 27 for the Indians be-
fore he was run out and the
same fate befell Arun Patel
as they made early progress
towards the target. But after

BOTH SIDES CLAIMED VICTORY in the Division
Four match between Parrot and AKCC. The Parrot
scorebook shows them being bowled out for 85 with
AKCC replying with 84-9 The AKCC result sheet
gives their 20-over total as 859, and says they were
the winners. The League executive will make investi-
gations, with no result being logged for the time being.

his departure the wickets
fell steadily and they were
still eight runs light at the
end of 16 overs.

LUTON UNITED, who were
beaten by Indians in a play-
off for the title last season,
made a confident start when
they scored a comfortable
win over Kokni.

Skipper Tel'rv Gooding
showed his side how to push
the scoring along on a very
slow wicket and provided
them with a sound platform

an opening stand with
Venol John that put on 48

runs.

Elli Abraham pushed the
score along lower down the
order and the 16 overs total
was always too much for
Kokni who failed to_ get to
grips with the bowling of
Clubert Hendrickson who
took four wickets in four
overs.
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CHASING a cup hat-
trick, Luton United

blasted an early warning -
to all" their rivals on
Tuesday night in their
first 1983 defence of the

Pre-Star Cup.

‘The Luton and sttnctr,’
Midweek Cricket League’s -

knock-out trophy has been
won by United in the past

two seasons, and they took

the first step to. retaining it

this week when they ham-

mered Kokni Sports.
‘Newly ' promoted to the
Premier Division, Kokni
were swept aside by a
mgtcxlcss all-zound -power
byu

.ﬂsp‘ wickets.

his best to keep Kok

20 was only a slight
,obstgcle as United’s bowlem

scored a dqwble quceess —

‘they kept down th

and took Sy i :

~ Needing 44 to*.win, inile "
% cruxsgﬁ‘»

Reg Patel wun-

beaten as they got the runs

who won by
Musixtgq Dalvi
e game, but his innings

openers Venol

LEAGUE
CRICKET

“MIDWEEK |

CRICKET
LEAGUE
.'R|/ESUIT:TS‘

PREMIER DlVISIOII
Sundon Park 80-7 (F)

E.uton iﬁdnans are both

“still in the hunt for the

Luton News Cup and
with the season nearing
half - way the Premier
_ Division  championship
looks to be between those
_three clubs. :

The Ind;ans have been

Williams 2-22); Luton United 81-3
.(,Vyvmmms )39. John 20).. Unlbed vun
1 wkis

Chevette 119-7 (Davis 50 Antrotus 5

30, White 3-16, Van Hoof 2

2-35); 61 FC Luton 35-9 (Br n;’
4-18, Davis 21, lmewood za
rheveue won by

Kolmi Sports 41 (Satish 2-0, mnesh
2-2, Dipak 2-7); Luton Indians 441
(?(l:&k 23 not), Indhns _won by
wi

i ﬁv‘ 4
" rus 51 FC were 4-2 a

MID -WEEK LEAGUE CRICKET .

ions for four of the
last five 1 years, while Chev-
ette took the prize for the
only time in their hnstory
- three years ago.

A half-century : by ‘Ke‘iix
fs e

élpe& Chevette over-

e footballers. ka
Whlte bowled Errol
ford before Chevette

innings  bac
\‘\atg

mdﬂle m‘der from An

becama
Steve Himw«:od and’ Dalton
Bromu _removed the §rst
tsmen for only

one stage——and Brian V
Hoof, with 15, was the o

‘man. gmx»ggle into doij A\
figures as they were bo:
%t for 35 in 16 overs. "K

m;dus d up
::m':y ‘3:*"“” ‘:‘5«

m
iv
ammémhh;:a "

b Iérry W;lhams took twu
wickets, then topped the
Uni ‘t%d batting as they re-

ed to the challenge o
hi ng four an over to win.
_ Williams made 39 and Venol
Io n 2& as United cruised

 with seven wwkets
ancl neaﬂy ﬁ% overs

But Luton Umted and

61 FC Luton .. -
Sundon Park ...

P .

Jerry Williams

with o’fblgﬂﬂﬁsupport in the
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| LEADERS Chevette lost their unbeaten record in r o 4
‘the Luton and District Midweek Cricket League on

_Tuesday night. Luton United hammered them to ; ;

| throw the championship race wide open. - 2 .

J;’ ‘An amazing bowling performance by Kanu Patel, \

1ton Indians set them up for their,second victory
le season, and they and United are now very
 in the hunt with Chevette for the Luton News

j# Wxth wickets sl
Frafotvtate® LEAGUE
EopietRenel CRICKET

%?e%lé figures. |

[0 1 R ;

ihes Against Unttea but 1=~ Silburn  Stevenson was
e partacrs, “dha” waiied  mainly used as a sub in the
paced their reply to ‘cruise -

soven wiekets in hands  Mid-Week League for devas-
patel producea me  tating fielding, He was al-

.
112 best bowling. The In- .

Gians looked up ssaimst i ways quick to ball and had a

Rsion ‘and Faur Hall put

on 25 in },hﬁ 'ltirst fol\(;r ?vgrs. > I‘OCket thrOW.

it then Patel struck, clamp- . .

’5%2“ so eficiently that  Batsmen never took liberties

Fbred\se: spell which - cost b hi

him _seven rums. with him.

1 ot] 'le'r,s'\‘ Eollapsed-»

, with five of

/\3/ £

SUPER SUB

LEADING WICKET-TAKERS

Rob Owen, St Joseph’s, against Ebony ..................... 7-32
Alan Davies, L. Nalgo, against De Havilland ............ 6-9
Russell Tant, Luton I, against Barnet II .................. 6-10
Stuart Farrar, Sundon Pk, against 61 FC (ML) ......... 6-1!
Stan Barlow, Markyate, against L. Pakistanis (ML) ...... 6-15
Rehmet Ali, L. Pakistanis, against Bricket Wood ......... 6-32
Ali Hearn, St Joseph’s, against AKCC ........ =T s 5-6
Lance Layne, Ebony, against St Joseph's .................. 5-8
Kirit Patel, Kingsway, against Luton OB (ML) ......... 5-9
Malik Abbass, AKCC, against Parrot (ML) ......... S )

Elli Abraham, L. United, against Kokni (ML) ............ 5-18

Silbourne Stephenson, L. United, against Stevemage

SSRGS S

MID -WEEK LEAGUE CRICKET
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Century hghfens
up title race

" AN AMAZING unbeaten century in 20 overs in the -
Premier Division helped to throw the Luton Midweek.
Cricket League championship wide open this week,

Terry Gooding was the ton-up smasher on Tues-A 4
day night to make Luton United one of three teams
‘tied on points at the top of the table. .

And United, still seek- .
ing the Luton News Cup TABLES
for the first time in their PREMIER DIVISION

'];ustory, are poised to Luton ndians
‘move clear at the top :
tomght E

| They meet strugglers 61
FC Luton in a match post-
poned earlier in ‘the season,
_and if they win that will set

- the scene for the real crunch
— against Luton Indians

- mext week..

' The Indians won a txght

contest against previous

~ clear leaders Chevette on

Tuesday to maintain their

sh for their third consecu-

e league title. :

' But United opener Good

ing was this week’s star.

‘Reg Patel farmed the bowl-

mg*&o him when he realised

that a rare league century
on for Gooding, and
& Patel making a half-
century Kokni Sports were
lashed for 163 in 20 overs.
~ Shell-shocked Kokni
folded ‘quietly as Elli Abra-

‘ham’s pace — he took five

" wickets — destroyed their

~ reply, although they managed

“ta hold out for 19 averc

punNel auunemt
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Speed the Plough ..

League cricket B

THE TOP RUN-SCORERS
Terry Gooding, L, United, against Kokni (ML)

Terry Gooding, L. United, against Stevenage Dynamics...

Paul Hull, Markyate, against Stopsley
Neil Bigmore, Stopsley, against Markyate
Dave Light, Vauxhall, against Kings Langley .........
Venol John, L. United, against Hitchin WI
Don Rolt, Luton Town Ii, against Barnet II
Roy Fothergill, L. Nalgo, against Dunstable HI
Dave Blake, St Joseph’s, against AKCC
Zafiar Khan, L. Pakistanis, against Bricket Wood
Pip Beaumont, Vauxhall, against Knebworth Pk
Ken Davis, Chevette, against Halyard (ML)
Reg Patel, L. United, against Kokni (ML)
Stuart Farrar, Sundon Pk, against 61 FC (ML) :
Frankie Mingo, L. United, against Stevenage Dynamics

* denotes not out. ML denotes Midweek League.

MID -WEEK LEAGUE CRICKET

R T -

MID -WEEK LEAGUE CRICKET
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CHAMPS FALL TO THE
. CHALLENGERS

yeﬁp "y had the pei‘feci 7’ " LTON MIDWEEK
~against their old ¢ CR'CKET : LEAGUE

S

- local cricket, Luton United are at long last within

ach of winning the Luton Midweek: League cham-
onship for the first time in their history.

hey beat title-holders Luton Indians in a nail-biter

Tuesday night, and two victories in their last two

e matches, agamst Chevette and relegatxon can-

atel with the first ball of
e match. Two more wic-
[ kéts fell quickly to Jeff Wil-
]ihms, but Nanu Patel put the
g ians back on target with
magnificent unbeaten half-
ury. /
ited also lost gquick
ickets in the chase for five
an ‘over to win, but Wil-
hams steadied them with 28
an VVenol John became the ]
-winner with 29 not

Division, Luton Ugtted duly defeated Chevett
Premier Division.

L UTG §“’% MI HW E E LG Chevette players leaves the field after
CRICKET LEAGUE United beating.

alf runs an over the -
lnéians won easily with Arun
and Mahendra Patel
them well on the way
43 runs for the first

: put
| r&aett:tfmd themselves

md back right from the
> over when they Jost

.
other Ossie.

MID -WEEK LEAGUE CRICKE MID -WEEK LEAGUE CRICK
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LUSIVE CUP IS WON

THE elusive Luton News Cup is finally in the grasp
of Luton United, the limited-over experts who have

‘won every other trophy going at local level without

being able to quite manage the Luton and District \ : i

Mldweek Cricket League title. : 4 e e
This time they made no mistake and secured the : : : % ; .

p(nnts they needed from their last game to become 4 : ' ; S 5

ichampions with an eight-wicket triumph over Sundon
Park, who are doomed to relegation. :

Bad ﬁeldmg by United FrREMIER VIVIDIVY

] Park to a PWTLF
eped Sundon Pari 1o+ S ARR L@ L) MIDWEEK Luton United “......10 9 0 15
ﬁmﬁkms out to prevent [ CRICKET LEAGUE Luton Indians ........ .10 8 0 24
the United men celebrat- Chevette .............. W10 70 34
B astaliby Uoosts Kokni Sports .......10 3 0 71
e 1“‘:;"11}”‘1“3“‘1 61 FC Luton .........10 2 0 8 1)
kn ,°~l;e- SN Sundon Park .....10 1 @ 9 |
N it came obvious . *
B e hanpions DIVISION ONE
e e o e : PWTLE
mically sef about their Kingsway Tavern ..10 9 0 13
and Reg Patel putting them Lioyds Bank .....10 7 0 34
gguryckp?trtnershlp for the = ; Halyal’d cecenrerney Ceerees 10 4 0 62‘
s Luton Nomads .....10 4 0 62
a“ﬁé‘fppvérff t}lx);n gfiqv:enl i \ Luton OB 2 obh 10 4 0 62
e ;;hnm;a;an;t wg{*g 1 Vauxhall SPC A ... 10 20 81
B N DIVISION TWO
o S : PWTLI
Markyate ... 10 9 0 15
s —Kashmir Cavaliers ... 10 8 0 24
e Luton International .10 6 0 43
\k(«;?"&;\\d'f,.-w%%% Luton Pakistanis .....10 4 0 62
ARG R, Phoenix ........ Ry i 270 83
i‘*@{\%";&v‘;}gg' " e Vauxhall Specs ....10 1 0 9
2™ : b A%
St G DIVISION THREE
2 PWT

Stopsley ... 310 9
Starlight ..ot d0. 1
LapoRtR ookt B oD
FHtWICK - ivvivicninine A0 &
St Joseph’s .......10 3
Harlington Schoel .. 10 2

DIVISION FOUR

‘ PW
Luton Aryans .....10 8
Vauxhaill SPFC B ... 10 7
AREE: 2 ko 18 S
Papret ik . 3008
Civil Service ......... 9 3

COoOODOS =
eemionWw=T
oot Bed B LD ALY

oo =
mNeamwWwNrT
St Geed B3 Lo e B
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A UNIQUE achievement
turned cricketer Terry
Gooding into a double
winner when the prizes
were awarded for the

nd the Luton News Cup

Luton M_gtlweek Cricket

League’s top teams and

personahtles.

His team, Luton United,
achieved a longstanding am-

bition when they were feted .

as league champions, to take

the Luton News Cup for the
first time in their history.
And Gooding collected an~
other award for his indivi-
dual contribution, to his
team’s succéss-—-—he was the

h 1l.u'|-on Umfed won under lws cuphmlcy.

TON HELPS BATSMAN 10

'THE TOP PRiZ

only batsman in the league

" to hit a century last season,

and that helped to make him
the Leagues batsman of the
year.

Tons are mvarmbly very
scarce in a league where 20

overs is the: maxnmum, and
- almost unheard of in the
v,hlgher levels. Gooding’s

prize-winner was 101 not
out in"20 overs against Kok-
ni Sports in a Premier Divi-
sion match in June. Reg
Patel, his _fellow-opener,
helped to farm the bowling
to Gooding when they real=
ised the magic 100 was g
possibility. -

They carted Kokni’ s bowl-

ers for 163 wnthout ‘being

parted in 20 overs to chalk

“up one of ‘their best league
wins for years. .

United’s first-ever league

‘tltie ended a long spell of
»dqmmatlon by Luton In-
_dians, who had won the

Luton News Cup four times

Nthe previous. ﬁve seasons.

~

N

MID -WEEK LEAGUE CRICKET

MID -WEEK LEAGUE CRICKET
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Week-End Highlights

After struggling against spin bowling Lu-
ton United hit back with the fiery pace of
Alford Jackson destroying Chiltern Wan-
derers.

Venol John, who made 31,was the only
United batsman to look comfortable but
their worries in making 110 were soon
forgotten as Jackson cut loose.

No opponent manage double figures as he
blasted out eight victims for just

13 runs in 12.3 overs, with five bowled
and three caught off edges.

United other weekend outing brought vic-
tory over Luton Internationals who scored
reasonably quickly but also lost wickets.
United’s reply was in trouble when their
opening partnership of 23 slumped to 23-2
and the 23-3 but Kenroy Mingo and Cleo
Burrows produced a match winning 81 run
stand, with Mingo making an unbeaten
half century.

Details

United 110 (John 31) Chiltern Wanderers
40 (Jackson 8-13)

Internationals 143 (Belone 33,Griffyh 21,
Gooding 3-18, Hendrickson 3-32) United
146-5 (Mingo 57 not out, Burrows
32,Abbey 23)

BOWLERS ON TOP

Only Jerry Williams of Luton United man-
aged to get on top of the bowling on a rain
affected wicket against Laporte. He went
in first wicket down to provide the main-
stay of the innings.

Laporte bowlers Paul Rampley and
John Faulkner took three wickets
apiece to keep the target within reach
but with their first four wickets gone
for 29 they always struggled against
Clubert Hendrickson who had four
victims and Williams who completed
a first class day with the bat and ball
by taking three wickets.

Details
United 103 (Williams 39) Laporte 73

FACING Eggington with
only two recognised bats-
men in their line-up, Lutom
United amazed even them-
selves when they mnotched
their biggest weekend total

of the season.

Openers Terry Gooding
and Cleo Burrows put on a
century stand for the first
wicket and Gooding powered
on to add another 60 in
company with Alf Jackson.,

The  responsibility of
keeping the runs flowing
wenghed lightly on Good-
ing’s shoulders and he stuck
to the task by hitting his
second ton of the season to
put United in an unbeatable
position,

Chasing a near impossible
task the villagers wete not
daunted and started off in
chase of the runs by attack-
ing the bowling, but lost
early wickets as a result.

They found themselves in
deep trouble at 64-8, but
United then struggled to get
the final two wickets for
victory. They had a glimpse
of hope when Gooding had
the number nine batsman
stumped, but with one over
remaining, Eggington hung
on grimly for a brave draw.

DETAILS
Luton United 268-6 dec (Gooding
102, Burrows 31, Mingo 24, Brown
24 not, Jackson 23, Hendrickson 203,
Egyington 133-9 (Brown 3-24). Maich
drawn.

Alford Jackson

MERCILESS VISITORS

REIGNING champions Birmingham
West Indians were merciless when
they camec to Sundon Park to take
on a combined Luton WI team in
the Clive Lloyd knockout competition.

Luton’s first foray into the 1983
tournament was brief and inglorious.
The visitors put them in to bat first,
then unleashed a devastating fast-

Only Hyden Andrew of Luton
International ofiered any real re-
sistance, and he ran out of partners.
Nimble and unflinching, he top-
scored with 32 not out, but the rest
flopped. Venol John, of Luton United,
was the second highest scorer,
with 12,

Skittled for 74, Luton Combined

then saw their attack taken apart as
$1 BRI LI S SR tnwsmarad 20 fa

the first six overs before Steve Hare-
wood took a wicket. Andrew snapped
up a catch off Clubert Hendrickson’s
bowling, but that was the only
encouragement the home side had
as the wmmng hit was made—a.
straight six.

DETAILS
Lutonn Combined WI 74 (Andrew 32),
Bu-mmgham Wi 77-2. Luton Cnmbmed fest by

PN P
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Week-End Highlights

CHASING a modest total in
a 30-over game against Ex-
change; Luton United’s top
batsmen applied themselves
to the task and won with
time and wickets to spare.

Tight bowling and good
fielding had restricted Ex-"
change’s innings, but the
runs flowed smoothly forl
United.,

Openers Clubert Hendrick-
son and Terry Gooding put
on 66 and after Gooding was
out Ken Mingo kept the
scoreboard moving as United
won in the 23rd over,

DETAILS

Exchange 113-8 (Jackson 2-11,
Hendrickson 2-26); Lufon United
114-2 (Hendrickson 41, Gooding 38,
K. Mingo 24 not). United won by
8 wickets, :

Mingo

THE TOP RUN-SCORERS
David Barnard, Luton Nomads, against Studham .........
Don Rolt, Luton Tn II, against Stevenage IL ..., .. e
Kanti Patel, College OSA, against Ebony ..................
Gordon Allingham, Hexton, against Sharnbrook .........
Tahir Bashir, Kashmir Cavaliers, against Northbank ... .
Pip Beaumont, Vauxhall, against Bushey
Kenroy Mingo, Luton Utd, against Hazells ..........
Robin Roopchand, Speed The Plough, against Starlight

Venol John, Luton Utd, against St Albans WI ............ s

John Humphreys, Hexton, against Stewartby .......
Mike Buckley, Luton Nomads; against Studham. . -
John Wood, Sundon Pk, against Aylesbury IIL ............
Ron Cannadine, Luton College, against Bucks Nalgo ...

Peter Taylor, Luton Tn, against Stevenage .................. :

Ghulani Sarwar, Kashmir Cavaliers, against Northbank
Dipak Parsooth, Luton College, against Bucks Nalgo ...
Sami Rathor, Kashmir Cavaliers, against AKCC. .........
Paul Harris, Luton Tn, against Stevenage .................. f
Bashir Dalvi, Kokni Sports, against St Albans WI ......

LEG-SPINNER Terry Good-
ing was hammered for 28
runs in his first seven overs
as Kokni chased 109 to win
against Luton United.

But he had the last word
after Alf Jackson made the
breakthrough from the other
end — he grabbed five
consecutive wickets for only

. two runs. to give United

victory,

Against St Albans WI
United’s batting was unable
_to score fast enough after

_ Jackson. and George Hunter

‘had prevented the home
. side’s innings running riot,

P DETA|LS
. Ewton '"United 107 (Mingo 25,
unter 25, A. Parkar-5-33); Kokni
Sports 55 (Gooding. 5-30, . Jackson
8-6). United Won by 52 runs. =
“. St Albans WE 124 (Jackson 4-15,
‘Hunter 3$:28); Luton  United 1155
(Jackson 28). Match drawm. .

-
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POLICE COPPED IT

Beds Police copped it from Luton
United’s powerful batting who ham-
mered 233 in 40 overs, Terry Good-
ing made 81,and shared half century
partnerships with Venol John and
Alf Jackson.

Clubert Hendrickson’s 29 was spec-
tacular he five fours and a six.

The Police (84) reply floundered
against accurate bowling by off spin-
ner Sil Stephenson, who took four
wickets and saw two catches put
down.

UNITED RESCUED BY JOHN
After losing early wickets, United
were rescued against St Albans W.I
by Venol John who scored a match
winning 50.

St Albans lost 4 wickets for 36 in
chase for runs, with Linden Brown
grabbing three of them. The middle
order revival threatened United until
Clubert Hendrickson took a hat-trick
in his first over.

Utd, 190 (John 68,Jackson 30) St
Albans 111, (Hendrickson 3-3,
Brown 3-21)

JOHN IN GREAT FORM
United batsmen took full advantage
of a very good wicket to slam the
runs needed for victory over Hert-
ford in double quick time.

They needed 21 overs to reach their
target of 180.

United bowlers had struggled to get
rid of the Hertford batsmen and had
to settle with trying to contain them.
But after loosing an early wicket,
United batsmen cut loose in their
reply.

Alford Jackson made a brisk 64
which included nine fours and two
sixes and Venol John hit 11 fours in
his unbeaten 63.

Kenroy Mingo also chipped in with a
useful contribution.

TAIL-ENDERS SAVE IT

After bowling out Stevenage W.I for 112,
Luton United reversed their normal batting
order and very nearly caught a cold. Their
worst performance of the season saw them
slump to 84-9 but then last pair Linden
Brown and Sil Stephenson got their heads
down with a 34 run partnership to pull off
an unlikely win.

ON a very damp wicket
bowlers generally held com-
mand when Luton « College
took on Luton United, but
United had the power in
their middle order batsmen
to set them up for a victory
that was clinched in the final
over, :

With five wickets down
for 39, United would have
been happy to reach a total
of 80. But Ossie Jackson
came to their rescue with a
fine knock and useful con-
tributions also came from
Alf- Jackson and Frank
Mingo. : : :

The 'Coll‘ege found them-
selves in a similar position
when their reply crashed to
39-5, with George Hunter
taking the first four wickets.

But. Dipak Parsooth, who
hqd kept United contained
with his clever deliveries,
then set about putting the
C'ollege in with a chance of
victory. They needed only
26 runs off the final five
overs. ;

At this point Parsooth
was dismissed by Venol
John and with the last pair
at the wicket the College
tried to hold on for a draw
only to fail when John had
Ken Willis cdught behind in
the final over. :

DETAILS = :

Luton United 122 (Jackson 38,

Gooding 20. Burgess 4-24, Parsooth

4-48). Luton College 108 (Parsooth
42. Hunter 4-37, Gooding 2-42).

Kelvin Jenkins, Mother Red

Gordon Allingham, Hexton, against Fairfields
Zaffar Khan, Luton Pakistanis, against Pulloxhill
Andy White, Hexton, against Fairfields
Mark Knight, St Joseph’s, against Mother Red Cap ...
Arun Patel, L. Indians, against Chevette (ML)
Gary McDermott, Stopsley, against St Neots
J. Satuinder, Starlight, against Luton Pakistanis
Roy Fothergill, Luton Nalgo, against Gaddesden Row
Mohd Rashid, Kashmir Cavaliers, against Barton
Neil Upton, Luton Nalgo, against Gaddesden Row ...
Samad Parkar, Kokni Sports, against Markyate

THE TOP RUN-MAKERS

Terry Gooding, Luton. United, against Eggington

......

93
66
63
62
60
........ oy, T4
*52

52
*51

51
*51

Cap, against St Joseph’s

..... «

.........
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Artificial pitch suits

RELISHING playing on a matting wicket, Luton
United mounted a big score to win by 162 runs
against Stevenage Dynamics. Only Venol John failed
to get his eye in as Terry Gooding and Frankie Mingo
led the run-chase, both scoring half-centuries.

With over 200 runs on the board the United
bowlers Were never under any pressure and with Sil-

a comfortable victory.
Signs that the batting

| completed a stylish half-
| century.

five victims they ran up

was on the up were ap-
parent the previous day
in a drawn game against
Hitchin West Indians.
Gooding and Johm got
the innings off to a good
start and Clubert Hen-
drickson stepped up the
scoring with a quick 22
before vice-captain John

As the only quickie avail-
able, Hendrickson had to
work overtime with the ball
and it showed when he was
clouted for 25 runs in his
Iast two overs. United then
had to rely on their spinners
}vl;o did a good containing
job.

With eight wickets down
Hitchin took no more
chances and dug in for a
draw, with their batsmen
even refusing to have a go
at full tosses.

DETAILS

215, Gooding 25, Hendrickson
246). Match drawn.

Luton United 261-6 dec (Guding
. ﬂ. 38);

e Nlnso
5" Stephen-
s.n sm l.mon umud won by

run-chasers

WEEKEND HIGHLIGHTS

A lack of application

LACK OF application by their batsmen
was largely responsible for Luton United
crashing to two defeats at the hands of
Luton International and High Wycombe
Young West Indians. ~

An unbeaten half century by Hyden
ndrews prov1ded the backbone of Inter-
ational’s innings, and only Andrew Jack-

son of the United batsmen managed to
come up to scratch.

Bowlers had to share the blame foi
United’s defeat at High Wycombe., With
Tour wickets in the bag for 24 runs they
let the home side off the hook as they
went on to score 173 in 40 overs. Andrew
Jackson ﬁmshed with three wickets to his
credit.

But once again a batting collapse
followed with only two United batsmen get

ting into double ﬁgures as they stumbled
defeat.

Luton Imernahonal 158 (Andrew'
64 not, Jackson 4-30, Hunter 3-41)
Luton United 103 (Jackson 43
Barnard 3-7). Luton Internationa
won by 55 runs. A

Young West Indians 173-9 in 4
overs (Jackson 3-11). Luton ‘Unite¢
67 (Gooding 18, Mingo 11). Youn:
West Indians won by 106 runs,




Afro Caribbean Cricket in Luton

e

ﬂ ?Luti;ﬁ ﬂﬂmteh Cricket QEIuh 1983

R

THE LUTON TOWn FC seven-a‘sme ;
~cricket championships, being organised
by the Luton Midweek League, reach
the quarter-finals this week.

. League champions Luton Umted

- helders of the short-

,"game title as well, are

among the sides through
to the last eight.

1)

ALBERT HUNTER
Poor Albert Hunter, after
suffering three consecu-
tive ducks he is wonder-
ing where his next run is
going to come from.
Albert, played for United
briefly, he was a good
athlete had a strong
throwing arm and safe
hands unlike is nephew
George Hunter (left)
| Albert scored a total of
~ 54 runs from nine in-
| nings during the 1983
season. He was not out
twice and had a top score
of 38.

Curfain-raiser for soccer

Wonder what I am doing wrong?
I see the ball, I play straight and I
still get out. !!!!

George Hunter

CRICKET PROVIDES the start of
the entertainment when Luton Town
‘have. their first league soccer match
of ‘the season on Saturday at Kenil-
worth Road.

Luton United, 1983 champnons of

the Luton and District Midweek
Cricket League, will be within one . |

game of a notable double when they

play in the semi-final of the Town FC-

seven-a-side cricket tournament.
Kashmir Cavaliers provide the
opposition in a- qulck-ﬁre game, 12
overs per side maximum, to be played
on a matting wicket as part of the
football pre-match entertainment. -

On Tuesday, before the Dlvnsmn
One game against Norwnch City,
Kingsway meet Stopsley in the sec-
ond seémi-final, and the final is to be
played. en September 17,  when
Wolves are the football visitors. =

Bernard World of Sport are

; sgonsormg the tournammt,
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Week-End Highlights

LUTON UNITED’S policy of including a
their attack for every match paid dwidenﬂs when Gearge
"Hunter. claimed three victims and helped ri lesbury
qldaans to give United ymgx*y i
Aylesbury’s batsmen showed a Wulhngness ~cha
Ehe target but United’s tight bowhng shackled their am
‘tions, and in the end the target of
overs proved a little too much, 4
Noe Abbey hit his highest tally of the seasqn to B&ggt
United’s score and Kenroy
in w1th a coupie of power‘fusl knocks

New Boy Cleo Burrows

BEST BATTING

Charlie Elliott, Town 1I, against Southgate T ............ 82
Trevor Prescott, Chevette, against L. Pakistanis ...... 82
Shamas Uddin, Luton Pakistanis, against Owls ...... 72
Terry Gooding, Luton United, against Kokni Sports ... 65

Roy Fothergill, Luton Nalgo, against Wymondley ...... L *62
Phil Sweetman, Markyate, against Sundon Park ......... *62
Shabir Ahmed, Luton Pakistanis, against Owls ......... 61

Terry Gooding, Luton Utd, against Kashmir Cavaliers 61
Clive Freeman, Sundon Park, against Markyate .. 59
Zaflar Khan, Luton Pakistanis, against Owls 55
Errol Crawford, Chevette, against Luton Pakistanis ... 54
Roger Adams, Luton Town, against Letchworth ...... 51
Jeff Biggs, Town II, against Letchworth I ............. Al
Bashir Dalvi, Kokm Sports, against Luton Indians .., 51
* denotes not out

............

~spin-bowler in

in a 4 r-overs'A

61 for Ymt' y off

Mingo and

Ossm Jackson chippedw

In the chase of a modest
133, Hitchin West In&xansm
took a negative attitude
against Luton United and
after losing eariy wick:

boring draw. =
- Good accurate ‘bowli
_ Steve Stevamson, Hu
Clubert Hendricks
restricted Hitchin.

es and
only new boy Cleo Buz‘?(w%’
and Terry Gooding s*bgye“d
long enough for a worth-
whxle partnershlp

DETAILS
Luton United 171 off
‘(Abbey 43, Mingo- 40. J
Aylesbury  West diaW'

by 1 !

Luton Umted 133-8 deas §
28, Gooding 26). Hitchin 76-9
(Stevenson 3-12, Jackoa 3:2% - Ma

| drawn. A

ALF JACKSON, who bowled his heart out for
Luton United to take five wickets and restrict High
Wycombe West Indians to a reasonable target in a
35 overs match was badly let down by his batsmen.

They disgraced themselves by being shot out
for 76 runs after losing two quick wickets with only
ten runs on the board

Venol John and Terry ‘Gooding got United back on
course for a spell’ with a 50 partnership, but when John
gave his wicket away going for a big hit and Gooding
followed quickly afiter taking his runs for the season past
1,000, there was a complete collapse/with six wickets fall-
ing for only 18 runs. -

The slump brought Umted to thexr first. defeat .in 25
games.

Luton United were back to their wmmmg ways- on
Monday when they scored a comfortable win over Welsh
touring side Denys Powys.

They got their game together after losing four quick
wickets with only 41 on the bodrd, with Godfrey Davis and
]ackson getting their heads down ‘with Jackson hlttmsg five:
fours in his 22.

After a promising start Denys Powys crumbled to the
bowling power of Clubert Hendrickson and Terry Gooding
who took five wickets apiece. .

DETAILS .

High Wycombe West Indians 134-9 in 35 overs (Jack-
son 5-27, John 2-26). Luton United«75 (John 29, Gooding
24). ngh Wycombe won by 58 runs.*

Luton United 116 (Jackson 22, Davis 21), Denys Powys:
66 (Hendrickson 5-19, Gooding 5- 32) Luton United won by
50 runs.
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GAPPER TURN ON THE STYLE WITH A SAVAGE HALF CENTURY
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There was more disappointment at
the end of the 1982 season for
United. Once again we failed to win
the Mid Week league Cup.

As captain [ often relived the season
and try to analyse where we went
wrong. We performed well through-
out the season and earned the right
for a play off against the Indians. For
once I went against my better judge-
ment and let a player influence my
decision.

My decision to let Gapper open the
batting with Venol backfired. He
convinced me that he could give us a
good start. I swapped my position
with his and batted at number 7.

By the time I got to the wicket the
game was gone and we missed out
once again.

We begun the 1983 MWL against
newly promoted Kokni. I watched
them play Chevette the previous
week and came to the conclusion that
they were no threat to us.

We batted first in a game reduced to
16 overs. Venol and myself opened
the batting and we made a good start
adding 48 in nine overs before Venol
threw his wicket away, he does that a
lot.

Noel lasted two balls for his duck
and we all waited in anticipation to
see what new boy Jerry Williams,
who joined from St.Albans could do.
I remember telling Eli, that we had a
new player.”Is he any good?” was his
reply.”He is better that you” I said.
Oops.

I didn’t stay long at the wicket with
Jerry, I was run out for 32. Jerry like
ed to attack the bowling and he hit a
lot of balls in the air to mid on and
mid off.

We made 86-5 at the end of our 16
overs. In reply Kokni could only
manage 42-9. Gapper was out-
standing. He took 4-15 in his four
overs. Alford and Jerry both had fig-
ures of 2-10.

News were filtering through that the
Indians had lost to Chevette. The
Indians were our next opponents.
They were a discipline bunch, and
hard to beat.

Collectively, they were better than
us.

Individually we were superior. I was
confident that we would beat them this

BN L/

Satesh, won the toss and batted first to
take advantage of the light. Our first
two overs only conceded two runs, but
Arun, took ten runs off Jerry in the
third over and made up for the previous
two.

Worrying times indeed. Should I rest
Jerry after only one over? After all he
was our strike bowler. The margin for
error against these guys was small, |
couldn’t take the chance.

I called on Eli, my most experience
bowler to try and stem the runs but he
did more than that. He got rid of Me-
hendra, and two other wickets to re-
duce the Indians to 32-5 but Arun was
still there. Lalit made a brisk 27, and
Arun finished on 54 not out in their
total of 95.

It was a total we should be able to
chase. Venol and myself added 39 in
the first five overs. I went for 24. Reg
followed soon after for good 21, then
the collapse started.

Eli hit a massive six in the tennis court.
He tried to repeat it but Dipak took the
catch.

Needless to say, we lost.

CHEVETTE Vs UNITED

Chevette were the early leaders. They
had demolished Kokni, and also beaten
the Indians convincingly.

Jerry was unavailable for this game so
Albert Hunter, came in for his first
league game. Albert was a good fielder
and we wanted to enhance this part of
our game.

Ken Davis was missing for Chevette, a
big loss which boosted us.

Chevette batted first after winning the
toss but found the accurate bowling of
Eli and Alford a real handful. The first
six overs only conceded fourteen runs.
Gapper replaced Eli and took two wick-
ets in his first over.

A brilliant catch by Venol got rid of ex
United, player Andrew Antrobus and I
took a dolly to dismiss Errol Crawford.
16-2 became 25-4 as Chevette went
from one disaster to another. They did-
n’t help them selves by have three run
outs.

The highly rated and also ex United
player Trevor Prescott, was still there
and he led the attack without much sup-
port. He smashed a brilliant 49. If ever
an innings deserved a fifty this one did.

Chasing 88 for victory, United made
very hard work of the task. We were 63
-5 after sixteen overs still needing 25
more for victory.

Only one run came from the seven-
teenth over, but Kenroy Mingo and ex
Chevette Ossie Jackson saw us home.

KOKNI

I was unavailable for two games so
Venol, led the team in my absence. We
won both games.

I returned for the re-match against
Kokni. Jerry was expected to open the
batting for this game but he was de-
layed so I opened with Reg Patel in-
stead.

Eli was promoted to number four in
order to find some form but he didn’t
get the chance to bat. Infact no one else
did because Reg and I created League
history.

We put on 163 in our twenty overs
without being parted. (Reg 52 and my-
self 103) Reg at one point wanted throw
his wicket away to give someone else a
bat, but I was having none of it. So he
stayed around to help me reach the
golden century.

We brushed Kokni aside with Eli taking
5-18 to send us top of the league.

Apart from the one defeat against The
Indians we were doing well.

We felt that this next match would de-
cide our destiny. Beat them and we will
have one hand on the cup.




Afro Caribbean Cricket in Luton

e

e of 1983 Aid-Wee

Cup Winners at Last

%1

e

gague

The Chairman, Lloyd Terri long and
myself talked about it at work and
discussed ideas.

“I would love to have Eli and Jerry
open the bowling” I told him.

“None of them like to bowl up the
hill” said Lloyd.

“Yeah I know, I can ask Eli to give it
try for one over.

The batting worries me”, I told him.
“We always freeze in crunch games”
“Venol can be too attacking for an
opener” I went on.” If we lose him
early it will be a big blow, But losing
someone like Gapper wouldn’t be a
disaster”

We talked about many other aspect
of the game. It was a good way to
past the time but it helped me to feed
off someone else.

“Gerry is a bit Iffy as well” replied
the Chairman.”He hit too many balls
in the air for my liking”

“You telling me!”I said, nodding my
head.

About ten to six on the evening of
the match, I received a call. It was
Noel Abbey.

“Hello”

“It’s me, Pete”

“Oh hello Pete, what’s up?”

“Me nah think me should play today,
you know!”

“What do you mean you shouldn’t
play? We already pick the side”
“Well me nah scoring runs right now
and me doh want to let anyone
down”

I tried to convince Noel that he
should play, but he was convinced
that he would only be a passenger.
Now that is what I call a team player.

UNITED Vs THE INDIANS
Satesh, won the toss and batted. I got
the lads together as we took to the
field.

“Do the simple things lads. No one
hand pick-ups near the boundary”
turning my gaze in Alford’s direc-
tion. “Bowlers, bowl to the field and
at the stumps”

Eli had agreed to bowl up the slope
so he took the new ball. What fol-
lowed was sensational.

Arun went to the keeper’s end to face
the first ball as per usual. Eli marked
out his run up while I made final ad-
justments to the field.

“One please Charlie "shouted Arun.
“That is one son” replied Charlie.

Arun looked around to check the field,
then settled to receive the first deliv-
ery .

Eli ran in and delivered the perfect
delivery, sending Arun’s off stump
crashing to the ground. Everyone ran to
Eli to begin the head slapping and back
patting. It was a great feeling to get rid
the Indians deliverer.

Jerry opened the bowling from the
other end and by his third ball the Indi-
ans were 6-2. Mehenra’s stumps were
flattened by a brute of a ball. It was
fast and full.

Dipak, didn’t last long, Jerry also took
care of him. One time United legend
Utel Burgess, was making his debut for
the Indians. We knew his potential and
wanted to shift him quickly.

Alford, did just that, and sent him
packing for one. 47-6 after Thirteen
overs. Am I dreaming?

Nanu was still there and doing his best
to pull things round. He did so by mak-
ing a superb 57 out of their final total
92.

We were pleased with that score but I
remember too well what happened in
the first game when had to chase 96.
Learning from our disasters in the pre-
vious match I decided to secure the
middle order, and change the batting
line up.

Gapper was to open with me. Reg
number three, Jerry, four, Eli, five then
Kenroy and Venol.

I was out in the second over, to a good
catch by Arun at cover off the bowling
of Dipak. Gapper followed shortly
LBW to Hitu, to leave us in deep
pooh,.

Seven for two, what a start! No panic
yet, but when Reg and Eli went for
very little I was begiing to have doubts.
Eighteen for four after six overs, not
good.

I went to square leg as the assist um-
pire. The league umpire does both ends
we just stand at square leg to help with
short runs and run outs.

There were too many cross examina-
tions going on from our supporters on
the side line. I had to get away.

I could never understand why bats-
men who have been in and got out
usually shout instructions to those at
the wicket on how to bat .

Jerry and Venol were slowly putting a
partnership together and things were
back in our favour.

In the ninth over Jerry played a ball to
third man and started off for what
looked like a comfortable two but the
second run looked too tight for com-
fort. As the throw came in Jerry was
having to scamper. I was in a good
position at square leg when the bails
went off.

“ 1 gave not out. Some of the Indian
players weren’t happy with the deci-
sion.

Jerry was finally dismissed in the
over number Twelve for a crucial 28.
Arun standing next to me at square
leg remarked on how close the match
was becoming.

“Bloody hell, I’'m shaking like a leaf”
he remarked.

“You should win it now” I replied
“Nabh, it’s yours” he said, nervously.
Kenroy joined Venol and they took
the score from 47-5 to 72. At which
point Kenroy was bowled by Kanu
for 15.

One thing I always tell my batsmen in
a league match is that I expect every-
one who goes to the crease to score a
minimum of ten runs. Anything else
is a bonus.

Venol was playing a brilliant innings.
It was mixed with aggression and
controlled placement of the ball. I
whispered to him between overs.
Keep it going V. Don’t get out,
you’re our last hope”

Ossie Jackson didn’t last long, he was
out in the same over as Kenroy.

At 82-8 the much improved Alford
Jackson joined Venol with fifteen
required from eighteen balls.

Satesh first ball of his final over was
of a good length. Venol was on it in
flash and smashed it to the mid
wicket boundary.

Satesh stood with arms kimboed, and
steered at Venol.
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The second ball was flicked behind
square leg for two. Another good
length ball and Venol once again
dispatched it to the boundary.

Satesh, could not believe what he
was seeing and kicked the turf in
submission.

The united players and supporters
invaded the pitch when the final run
was hit and carried our new star all
the way to the pavilion. The match
that we had to win was won. The
next road block was Chevette.
Chevette was never much problem
when we played them in previous
games. They had some good players
but their approach weren't the best.

They were also having some prob-
lems with their captaincy position
and this can only be good for us. Get
rid of Trevor Prescott and Ken Davis
and they should struggle.

The pre-match build up to the
Chevette match was full of harmless
humorous fun. “You wait till T get
hold of you Gooding” Andrew would
boost. “If you come and bowl them
donkey drops of yours to me I’ll
show you who is boss.”

Steve Harewood (Ampy) and I had
another conversation. “So you look-
ing foreword to the game tomorrow
Ampy?”

“Yeah Man! And me have all unu
worked out!”

“So you reckon you know how to
take care of me do you?” I asked
him.

“You is no problem guy” he yelled,
flinging his arms in the air.

“What about Mingo?” I replied
“Mingo? Don’t make me laugh guy.
He in my pocket already.” and he
started to laugh.

CHEVETTE Vs UNITED

I asked the lads what they thought I
should do if I won the toss. Some
said that we should bat. Others mum-
bled one or two things without being
definite. Reg’s reasoning for batting
was to avoid fielding in the hot sun.

My initial thought was to field first.
Chevette’s fielding when put under
pressure is erratic and I wanted to take
advantage of this.

Julian Jackson won the toss for
Chevette, and after some deliberation
with his team he asked us to bat first.

Reg and I opened the batting and we
talked about seeing out the first five
overs without losing a wicket. Dalton
Browne’s first over conceded three
runs. There was anticipation as Steve
Harewood warmed up to bowl the sec-
ond over to me.

My scalp was what wanted, and I was-
n’t going to let them have it easily. I
was wishing for a short ball so I can
smash it to square leg just to ease my
nerve. But it was a lovely half volley
which I gratefully dispatched for four.

Dalton was worrying me a little he was
getting bounce that made me rush my
shots. I just couldn’t get him away.

He was the one bowler that we feared
most.

We were 47-0 after nine overs.
Chevette was getting frustrated, we
were sneaking ones when there should-
n’t have been any and turning ones into
twos.

Reg lost concentration and was out for
25 with the score on 66. Jerry was due
to come at number three, but was late
arriving. Noel Abbey took his place
and surprised us all by taking the bowl-
ing apart. He took ten runs off Tim
Broom’s first over. Tim never bowled
again in the match.

I was caught by Andrew Antrobus off
the bowling of Ken Davis for 45 with
the score on 92. Mine was the last
wicket to fall.

Kenroy Mingo joined Noel and they
set about taking the bowling apart. So
much for Steve having him in his
pocket. Trevor Prescott took the brunt
of the licks. Caveman Mingo hit him
for two sixes and a four in one over.

When Chevette was finally put out of
their misery United had a massive 146-
3 on the board.

Of the Chevette bowlers only Dalton

got off lightly, 0-21, Ken 1-36, Trevor
1-30. I was proud of out performance.

Julian and Andrew opened up for
Chevette. Chasing such a mammoth
total I expected them to attack the
bowling so I wasn’t prepared to take
any chances. I protected the boundary
they couldn’t win it in singles.

Six runs came from Eli’s first over,
fair enough, considering they needed
to score at seven an over.

I opened the bowling with Eli, which
caused a few questioning glances. I
was hoping to slow down the scoring
rate or better still pick up two cheap
wickets.

Andrew swung wildly at my first de-
livery, had he connected who knows
where the ball might have ended up.
He played the same shot from my next
ball and this time he did connect but
only got a top edge.

Noel Abbey was at short mid-wicket
and the only man near the air bound
ball.

“Yours Pete”

As if released from a trance he circled
to just hang on to the catch. Ken and
Julian tried their best to push the score
along but Eli was bowling well. He
finished his spell on 1-17.

After Eleven overs Chevette could
only muster 39 runs. The shouting
started from the pavilion.

“Come on lads hit the ball”

Alford was jumping for joy after clean
bowling Ken, then in crawled Trevor
Prescott. He was in the mind set that
the game was lost and he wasn’t going
to exert himself.

Gapper and Alford, gave very little
away but when the opportunity came
to take two runs Trevor jogged one.
He did however manage to hit
Chevette’s first and only boundary in
the sixteenth over.

All eyes were on Julian to see if he
would beat Errol Crawford’s record of
batting through the twenty overs for
less than 24 runs.
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He was out for 24 on the last ball,
caught Ossie Jackson (his brother)
bowled Alford Jackson, his other
brother.

Chevette effort of 79-3 although good
for us, was very poor. Our bowlers
was once again outstanding on the
day.

The final match against Sundon Park
couldn’t come soon enough. Jerry
replaced Cleo to give us a full bowling
attack. We played our strongest team,
we knew what was at stake.

THE FINAL MATCH

The Sun was hot, the pitch was hard
and dry. We fielded first and made an
early break through. Their number
three batsman, Simpkins, came in and
hit two scorching fours off Gapper.
Come Gapper!” I shouted, not hiding
my anger.

Simpkins was a danger man, he
proved this in the first match. I rested
Eli after his third over just in case
things got out off hand later in the
innings.

I wasn’t sure what to do with Gapper,
Should I take him out of the attack or
bowl him through?

I kept him on an he duly snapped up
Freeman, caught and bowl.

Stuart Farrar joined play at 32-2 and
didn’t mess about. Him and his partner
went after the bowling. Gapper took
the brunt of the hiding.

One full toss was dispatched for four,
a long hop got the same treatment.
Another full toss, another four.

I was relieved when he finished his
spell of 2-32

Alford replaced Gapper but the on-
slaught continued. Simpkins sent his
first two deliveries to the boundary.
He attempted to hit another four off
the third but this time Caveman grab-
bled up the edge.

With the danger man gone for 41, I
was breathing much better. After all
63-3 after seven overs was some go-
ing. Look like they were out to spoil
things.

We regained some control with two
suicidal run outs, but a chap called
Pressnell gave us the run around with
some very unorthodox batting. He hit
Eli for three fours in his second spell,
but was finally bowled by Eli in the
final over.

Sundown Park finished their innings on
96-6 far too many for comfort.

As I padded up to open the batting with
Reg, my nerves was getting the better
of me.

United had never won the League Cup,
we were so close now. I thought of
people like Silburn, Lloyd the Chair-
man, George Hunter who have all seen
United miss out so often before, We
must come good this time.

As was usual, I reminded Reg about
the first five overs as we walked out to
bat. “No early loss of a wicket,”

We had a cracking start scoring twenty
two off the first two overs.

In the third over I hit Browning for
fourteen and we raced to 51 after seven
overs.

All the tension was now gone. I was
eventually out LBW for 41, Reg also
made 20 and Venol and Noel saw us
home in the seventeenth over.
“Champions” shouted Mingo

“Bloody Great” beamed Silburn.
Celebrations followed later at my
place.

Why Did It Take So Long?

The great debate has always been why
did Luton United take so long to win
the League title? Considering the play-
ers that they had, they should have
dominated this competition.

They had top cricketers like Ossie
Clarke, Gerald, Michael, Noel Abbey,
Trevor Prescott and Utel Burgess.
Although Gerald, Trevor and myself
left in the late seventies those who re-
placed us were even better.

There was Bushell, arrogant but tal-
ented, Steve Clouden, a league century
maker, the outstanding Evans Clarke
and Isaac Michael.

Apart one year when Chevette gate
crashed the party Luton Indians
dominated the League Cup. In my
opinion, United as a club were far
too obliging for their own good.

The Indians were always at full
strength when they played United or
Chevette. They regularly asked for
games to be postponed when ever
they were going to be under strength
and we always obliged.

United would play with what ever
team they had.

Take nothing away from the Indians,
the were a professional outfit on the
field, but man for man United were
much better.

We were also an ageing team in the
late seventies therefore the energy
that was required in the field wasn’t
there. so we could not defend reason-
able scores consistently enough.

The Indians were sharper in the field
and had more control when they
bowled. They deserved their success.
United never won the League Cup
again after 1983.

L7

~X

N

*




Afro Caribbean Cricket in Luton

T
e

G

=

e
"..:'Sf?.‘.@%x.{' v

1983 iﬁattmg and Bowling %}rurma

NAME INNINGS RUNS HIGHEST SCORE AVG

T Gooding 34 1041 103 35

V John 31 600 74 25

K Mingo 33 471 74 22

A Jackson 26 449 64 21

C Hendrickson 24 319 65 15

J Williams 10 210 40 26

R Patel 12 209 52 21

N Abbey 16 183 43 14

O Jackson 21 179 38 10

C Burrows 12 172 32 17

F Mingo 9 152 48 17

I Burke 14 133 25 11

G Hunter 17 101 25 10

L Davis 11 74 17 7

L Brown 12 74 24 14

A Hunter 9 54 38 8

E Abraham 7 46 19 6

N Robinson 4 39 18 13

D Boris 9 36 13 4
NAME OVERS MAIDENS WICKETS RUNS AVG
A Jackson 203 42 56 513 9
C Hendrickson 218 37 53 646 12
T Gooding 108 14 29 330 11
G Hunter 116 13 29 423 14
L Brown 102 20 21 256 12
S Stevenson 61 6 18 194 10
V John 79 11 17 282 16
J Williams 58 6 16 185 11
E Abraham 62 5 11 192 17
N Robinson 29 10 3 80 26
L Davis 46 9 3 171 57




